
  

Joseph and the silver cup 
Cast: 
Joseph, Reuben, brothers, Jacob, Servant        

Props: 
Bags filled with stuff, silver cup 

Story: 
Brothers accompany Reuben but don’t speak 

Joseph striding about Well it’s been a while since my brothers went back 

home to Canaan, to get my younger brother Benjamin and they haven’t 

returned yet. I suppose I should have told that that’s it’s me, their 

brother Joseph. But I couldn’t risk it; I have to see my brother 

Benjamin first, I miss him so much. That’s why I had to pretend I 

thought they were spies or they would have never come back. I better 

go and check that Simeon’s ok in prison. 

Jacob In Canaan, lying down Son’s, come here. Beckon to brothers. The food 

has all gone, you need to go back to Egypt and buy some more. 

Reuben But we can’t go back to Egypt Dad. The man in charge told us not to 

come back unless we take our brother Benjamin with us. 

Jacob Go then. Take some special gifts with you, and look after Benjamin. I 

think I may die with sadness if he doesn’t come back. 

Reuben Oh Dad, we’ll look after him. Pick up bags set off to Egypt 

 Jacob shuffles away 

Joseph Peeks around the curtain Oh wow, it’s my brothers, they’ve returned, 

and look they’ve brought Benjamin. I’ll send them over to my house for 

dinner. I’d better release Simeon from prison and send him over too. 

Reuben Sitting down at table Oh no, I’m really scared now. Why does he want 

us to go to his house? He’s realised that we took the silver home with 

us last time and now he’s going to punish us. 

Joseph Enters and sits Hello. How’s your father? Is he still alive? 

Reuben Erm yes, he is alive and well. 

Joseph And is this your youngest brother, the one you told me about? 

Reuben Err yes. 

Joseph Rushes out crying puts silver cup in Benjamin’s bag washes face and 

returns Ok after you have finished your dinner you can go back home. 

Reuben Ok, thank you Pick up bags and begin to walk home 

Servant Rushes up to brothers Stop! A silver cup has been stolen. Joseph says 

I must search you all. 

Reuben We haven’t stolen anything, look in our bags 



  

Servant Looks in bags and takes out silver cup Look here it is, in Benjamin’s 

bag. You better come back with me now. Joseph will be cross. 

Joseph Stalks around How dare you steal from me! Benjamin must stay here 

now and you can return home. 

Reuben Bow down Please Joseph it wasn’t us, please forgive us. We can’t 

return home without Benjamin, our father would die of sadness. All 

brothers cry loudly 

Joseph Looks sad, turns and cries out loudly Oh dear, please don’t cry, I put 

that cup in your bags so you would come back here, I need to tell you 

something. It’s really me, your brother Joseph, I am still alive. I was 

brought to Egypt and look, now I’m an important man, in charge of 

everything. God has been looking after me. So I can help my family, 

you don’t have to die in this famine. But now, go quickly and tell my 

father I am still alive. Bring him here and we can all live together. 

Hugs all round 

 


