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The Minor Prophets 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this course is: 
a) To enable the student to gain an overview of the so-called “Minor Prophets” of the Old Testament 
b) To learn something of the world in which they preached their original message, in order to better 

understand how that message should be interpreted to our own generation. 
c) To consider some of the critical issues raised by academic scholars and seek to answer their criticisms. 

Please Note 
Before reading the rest of these notes, it would be extremely helpful if you first read my notes under the 
heading: “Introduction to the Old Testament Prophets”. 
 

The Minor Prophets  

JOEL 
Introduction 

The historical context of the prophet Joel is unknown.  There are very few details given in the text, and none of 
them enables us to date the book with any assurance.  Some commentators see him as one of the earliest 
prophets, a contemporary of Elisha, while others believe that he was the very last prophet, even later than 
Malachi, preaching his message during the 5th Century BC. 
 
Joel proclaims God’s judgement on the enemies of Israel, but there is no mention of either Assyria or Babylon.  
This makes it certain that Joel was not preaching during the period from the  8th to the 5th Century BC, when 
either one or both of  these nations was an active threat to Israel’s security.  The majority of nations mentioned 
by Joel are also mentioned by Amos, who was preaching in the 8th Century, and both prophets refer to more or 
less the same kind of sins committed by these nations. 
 
Joel 2: 32 quotes Obadiah 1: 17, but the date of Obadiah is also uncertain. Ezekiel in chapter 38 verse 17 claims 
to be repeating the message already proclaimed by earlier prophets.  Joel chapter 3 closely resembles the 
message of Ezekiel, which suggests that Joel was the earlier of the two. 
 
With most of the prophets, an understanding of the historical context is a great help in interpreting the message.  
This is less so with Joel.  Whether he was the first or the last of the writing prophets, his message is clear and 
easily understood.  However, along with the majority of commentators, we are going to suppose that Joel lived 
during the reign of King Joash (835 – 796 BC) during the early years of his reign, when he was still a minor, and 
the country was effectively governed by the young king’s counsellors (II Kings 11: 21 – 12: 1). 
 
 

The Book of Joel - Outline 

1: 1 – 20 A Plague of Locusts 
  a) The land laid waste   vv. 1 – 12 
  b) A call to prayer and fasting  vv. 13 - 30 

2: 1 – 17 The Day of the LORD 
  a) Sound the trumpet   vv. 1 – 11 
  b) A call to repentance   vv. 12 - 17 

2: 18 – 32 The land refreshed  
  a) God has pity on His people  vv. 18 – 27 
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  b) The promise of the Spirit  vv. 28 - 32 

3: 1 – 21 The Judgment of God 
  a) Judgement on the nations  vv. 1 – 16 
  b) Blessings on a repentant people vv. 17 – 21 
 
 

Commentary 
 

1: 1 – 20 A Plague of Locusts 

a) The land laid waste    1: 1 – 12 
 The female locust lays a mass of eggs in the hot sandy soil of Africa.  The climate destroys the majority, 

nevertheless huge quantities survive and develop.  Once they have eaten the available food at their birth 
site, they fly away.  This is a the start of a huge migration of locusts. 

 
 Locusts are found in large numbers in a region extending from East Africa to India.  For reasons which 

are only partially understood, from time to time locusts begin a mass migration.  Wherever they go they 
eat everything in sight.  Plagues of locusts are still a constant threat for one quarter of the population of 
the world. 

 
 These huge swarms of insects can cover huge areas.  They can fly a distance of 1500 km (1,000 miles) in 

two weeks.  One swarm, in the region of the Dead Sea, was once calculated as covering a surface area of 
900 square miles. 

 
 There is no other biblical reference to this particular plague of locusts, but some time during the life of 

Joel, such a plague attacked Jerusalem (Joel 1: 4).  The harvests were devastated (1: 7, 11 – 12).  There 
was nothing left to eat.  There wasn’t even anything left to offer as a sacrifice to God (1: 9). 

 

b) A call to prayer and fasting  1: 13 – 30 
 The prophet saw the plague of locusts as the judgement of God on the nation’s sin.  The leaders of the 

nation are challenged to call the people to a time of prayer and fasting. 

 

2: 1 – 17 The Day of the LORD 

a) Sound the trumpet    2: 1 – 11 
 The plague of locusts are a warning from God – merely a foretaste of something far worse to come.  He 

sees an army – not of locusts, but of enemy soldiers armed for war (2: 4 – 5).  They will swarm over the 
land like locusts. 

 
  [Some commentators see these verses as a description of an army of angels sent by God, in which 

case Joel is speaking of the final judgement on this world.  Others see the prophecy as a prediction 
of the Assyrian army which in 722 BC destroyed Samaria and in 701 seriously threatened 
Jerusalem.] 

 

b) A call to repentance    2:  12 – 17 
 Prayer and fasting serve no useful purpose unless they are a sign of true repentance.  If Joel was 

prophesying at the beginning of the reign of King Joash (835 – 796 BC), then it is possible to see the 
plague of locusts as God’s judgement on the reign of Joash’s grand-father Jehoram, his father Ahaziah, 



3 
 
 
 

and his grand-mother Athaliah, who had briefly usurped the throne.  Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab 
and Jezebel. 

 
 Joash was only seven years old when he came to the throne, but he was guided by wise and godly 

counsellors.  He restored the Temple, demolished the temple of Baal, and removed all the pagan altars 
and idols.  He executed the High Priest of Baal  (II Kings 11: 17 – 20).  All of these things could possibly 
be a consequence of the message preached by Joel. 
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2: 18 – 32 The land refreshed 

a) God has pity on His people   2: 18 – 27 
 As a consequence of the spiritual renewal which took place during the reign of Joash, God promises to 

bless the land, the harvests and the people.  The enemy will disappear and Jerusalem will be saved. 
  

b) The promise of the Spirit   2: 28 – 32 
 This promise was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 17 – 21).  There is, however, an 

eschatological aspect to this prophecy (Joel 2: 30 – 31) which will only be fulfilled on the Final Day – 
the Day of Judgement. 

 
3: 1 – 21 The Judgment of God 

a) Judgement on the nations   3: 1 – 16 
 All the nations of the world will be called together in the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3: 2, 12).  

Jehoshaphat witnessed an amazing victory which was wrought by God (II Chronicles 20: 22 – 26).  
Faced with overwhelming odds, the army of Judah began to sing praises to God, and immediately God 
gave the victory, for the battle belongs to the Lord  (II Chron. 20: 15).  This event was a foretaste of the 
great and glorious victory of God over all the enemies of His people.  The only thing that God requires of 
His people is to place their trust in Him.  When we trust God, He acts against our enemies. 

b) Blessings on a repentant people  3: 17 - 21 
 When God’s people turn from their sins and begin to trust in God, every blessing and promise in His 

Word will follow.  Material prosperity, political security, forgiveness of sins are all blessings that flow 
out from the place of worship. 

 

The Prophets of the 8th Century BC 
 
The eighth century BC (798 – 701 BC) saw a sudden development of prophetic ministry, both in Israel and 
Judah. 
 
Israel    had already experienced a long period of political stability.  Jehu (841 – 814 BC) had overthrown 

Joram, the son of Ahab, and destroyed the entire family line of Omri.  He was succeeded on the 
throne by his son, his grandson and then his great grandson Jeroboam II.  Jeroboam’s reign was 
one of peace, stability and material prosperity.  The borders of Israel were extended further and 
wider than at any time since the reign of Solomon.  Jehu had destroyed all the prophets of Baal, 
though he had continued to worship at the idolatrous shrine in Bethel, where Jeroboam I had 
installed the image of a golden calf.  Jehu’s son, however had reintroduced paganism and in 
Jeroboam’s day it was flourishing.  The nation was confident in its position as God’s chosen race 
but placed its political confidence in alliances with either Syria, Egypt or Assyria.  It was a time of 
decadence and sexual immorality, very often linked with the pagan religions that were 
widespread.  The rich oppressed the poor and further enriched themselves at the expense of those 
who already had little or nothing.   

 
  Jeroboam II was followed briefly by his son, Zechariah who was murdered by Shallum, who in 

turn was assassinated by Menahem.  Menahem was succeeded by his son Pekahiah who was also 
assassinated.  Pekah, one of the plotters against Pekahiah, ruled for ten years before being 
assassinated by Hoshea.  Hoshea was the last king of Israel.  During his time the country was 
overrun by Assyria, Samaria was destroyed and all but the poorest peasants were exiled, being 
scattered to various parts of the Assyrian empire. 
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Judah  during this period enjoyed the long and peaceful reigns of Uzziah, of his son Jotham, his grandson 
Ahaz and his great-grandson Hezekiah.  All of these kings apart from Ahaz were godly men, who 
worshipped the LORD.  None of them however, acted powerfully against the paganism which 
was, by this time, widespread throughout the land.  They encouraged people to turn to the LORD, 
encouraged Temple worship, but allowed pagan worship to continue on the high places dotted 
throughout the land.  Ahaz, unlike his father and grandfather, positively encouraged paganism, 
practised divination and even sacrificed his own son to Baal. 

 
  Assyria, having destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel was about to turn its attention to Judah, 

when internal problems within the empire reprieved Jerusalem.  In 701 BC, however, Assyria 
once again attacked Judah, overthrowing all the fortified towns and cities and laying siege to 
Jerusalem.  Only divine intervention, in response to Hezekiah’s prayers saved the day. 

 
Five well-known prophets flourished during this period.   
Hosea proclaimed the Word of the LORD in his native Israel.   
Amos was sent by God from Judah to Israel, to the idolatrous shrine at Bethel.  
Isaiah and Micah preached in their native Judah.   
Jonah was sent on his well-known mission to Nineveh.   
 
 

 The Minor Prophets  

MICAH 
 
Micah lived and preached during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah (see Micah 1: 1).  
This means that he lived at the same as Isaiah, Hosea and Amos, between 750 and 722 BC.  Amos came from 
Judah, but exercised his ministry in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Micah was therefore preaching alongside 
Hosea and Isaiah, and there are clear links between his message and that of Isaiah. He came from the village of 
Moresheth, in the far south of Judah, and not far from the Philistine city of Gath.  He was called by God to leave 
his quiet rural homeland to proclaim the Word of God to the political and religious leaders of Jerusalem.   
 
His message also concerned Samaria and the northern kingdom, though there is nothing to indicate that he 
travelled north.  

His influence on other prophets 
When Jeremiah was on trial for treason, because he was preaching against Jerusalem, and foretelling its 
destruction, it was remembered that Micah had preached exactly the same message, without incurring the charge 
of treason (Jeremiah 26: 16 - 19).  It was pointed out that in the days of Hezekiah, people had heeded Micah’s 
message and repented. 
 
Micah is sometimes seen as having ministered in the shadow of Isaiah, but it is equally possible that it was 
Isaiah who was influenced and inspired by Micah.  Certainly several of Micah’s words are reflected in the 
preaching of other prophets, a clear indication that he was not seen by the people of his time and the years 
immediately following as merely a shadow of a greater prophet: 
 Micah 1: 9  Jeremiah 30: 12 
 Micah 3: 10  Habakkuk 2: 12 
 Micah 3: 12  Jeremiah 26: 18 
 Micah 4 : 1 - 3 Isaiah 2: 1 – 4 
 Micah 4: 6  Zephaniah 3: 19 
 Micah 7: 5  Jeremiah 9: 4 

Summary of Micah’s Message 
 
Chapters 1 – 3 Sin and punishment 
Chapters 4 – 5 Messianic hope 
Chapters 6 - 7  The Nation stands before the Judgement Seat of God 
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Chapters 1 – 3  Sin and Punishment 
Micah’s message to Jerusalem and Samaria parallels that of Amos. 
 
1: 2 – 5  God is coming down to judge His people.  The hills will melt like wax before the coming 

of the LORD. 
 
1: 6 – 7  Samaria will become a heap of rubble, and all her idols will be smashed to pieces. 
 
1: 8 – 9  The prophet himself speaks, saying that he will go stripped and naked1, as a prophetic sign 

of what is going to happen to the people unless they repent.  It is also an indication of his 
sadness and mourning for the fate of the people whom he loves.  A genuine prophet does 
not delight in preaching doom and gloom on the people.  He stands alongside the people to 
whom he is sent, loving them, seeking their well-being, and trusting that his message will 
lead to repentance and forgiveness, rather than to the judgement which he is prophesying. 

 
1: 10   “Tell it not in Gath” is a quote from David, as he mourned the death of Saul and Jonathon 

at the hands of the Philistines2.   Even though what is about to happen will be the hand of 
God’s judgement on an evil nation, Micah does not want Israel’s enemies to be given 
chance to gloat over her fate. 

 
   Beth Aphrah (NIV – Ophrah) means “house of dust”.  This is typical of Micah’s playing 

with words.  The book is full of puns on the names of the various towns and cities which 
he mentions. 

 
1: 14   Moreshath Gath = “Inheritance of Gath”.  They will receive a parting gift (an inheritance) 

as Israel is taken into exile. 
 
   Achzib is the name of a town very close to Moreshath Gath.  The Hebrew name Achzib is 

very similar to the word akzab, which means a lie, a deception or a disappointment.  The 
word is used in Jeremiah 15: 18 of a wadi to which the weary traveller comes hoping to 
find water, only to be bitterly disappointed to find it bone dry.  God’s people make all the 
right noises, but when God looks more closely He is disappointed that they do not produce 
the fruit which He expects. 

 
1: 15   Adullam was the cave where David gathered together his band of outlaws, brigands and 

debtors.  It was a place of refuge for David and his men in the dark days when he was a 
refugee from Saul (I Samuel 22: 1 – 2).  Everyone in Jerusalem is longing for a return to 
the great days of David.  All the prophet can offer is hope that they will experience the 
worst days of David’s life, when he lived as an outlaw in the wilderness and mountains. 

 
2: 1 – 2  Like Amos, Micah challenges God’s people with sins against the poor and needy. When 

God looks at the church today, He does not listen primarily to our songs and choruses or 
our prayers and sermons.  He looks at the way we respond to the needs of the poor and 
destitute of the world.  In Micah’s day, as in the days of Amos the rich had become greedy 
and selfish.   

 
2: 3 – 5  As a consequence the landed gentry will not only lose their land, there will be no one left 

to parcel out the land in their favour. 
 
 
 
 
2: 6 – 7  Micah in Jerusalem receives the same response as Amos, when he preaches the same 

message in Bethel.  Stop preaching!  We do not want to hear what you are saying!  
Compare Isaiah 30: 10.  Such is frequently the response of God’s people when they hear a 

                                                           
 
 
1  Some translations and commentaries translate this as: “go barefoot and without his outer cloak”.  Compare Isaiah 20: 2 – 4. 
2  II Samuel 1: 20. 
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message which they do not like.  If, however, we will receive God’s word, even when it is 
a word of judgement, we will find that it blesses us and builds us up. 

 
2: 8 – 11  Those who are supposed to leading God’s people, have become their enemy.  They use 

their privileged position to enrich themselves at the expense of the poor. 
 
2: 12 – 13  In the midst of judgement – a word of hope.  It is suggested that this Word might have 

been given about 701 BC when the Assyrian army was destroyed by divine intervention, 
and Jerusalem was saved when all seemed lost.  The Word contains a promise of unity 
between the two kingdoms of God’s people. 

 
3: 1 – 4  Once again Micah returns to his main theme.  The leaders are oppressing the people so 

badly, that it is as if they were eating them alive!  The consequence is that God will no 
longer hear the prayers of these leaders. 

 
3: 5 – 7  As in Jeremiah’s time, there were always so-called prophets ready to speak pleasant news, 

and to fill the people with false hopes.  The day will come when they shall recognise and 
regret the folly of what they have done.  See Jeremiah 6: 14 and 8: 11. 

 
3: 8 – 12  In contrast with the false prophets, Micah claims to be filled with the power of the Spirit.  

It is this which compels him to proclaim his message of judgement.   
 

Chapters 4 – 5  Messianic Hope 
In these two chapters the theme changes.  Having denounced the sin of God’s people, Micah now brings a 
message of hope for a people who receive the Word of God, who repent, and to whom God sends a Saviour – 
the Messiah. 
 
4: 1 – 5  We have already noted the similarity between these words and those of Isaiah 2: 1 – 4.  

The messianic age will see God’s people exalted, and the nations of the world coming to 
find salvation.  It will be a time of universal peace and security. 

 
4: 6 – 8  When the Messiah comes he will heal the lame and the afflicted, and bring the outcast back 

into the fold.  Compare Isaiah 61: 1 – 2 which is quoted by Jesus in Luke 4: 18 – 19.   
      
4: 9 – 13  This section is a reminder that exile in Babylon awaits Judah.  But Babylon will be a place 

not merely of punishment but of cleansing.  Once that process of cleansing has been 
completed God will redeem His people and bring them back to the Promised Land. 

 
5: 2 - 5a  These are familiar words, quoted in Matthew 2: 6.  The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem, 

the city of David.  From Solomon onwards Kings had been born in Jerusalem, in the royal 
palace, amid wealth and luxury.  The Messiah’s birth will be a “Back to Basics” event – 
back to the simplicity of the insignificant rural town of Bethlehem.  

 
5: 5b – 15  It is suggested that these words are based on a traditional war song, sung by the people of 

Judah to taunt their enemies when going to war.  Micah takes this and turns it into a 
message of hope for those who trust in God rather than in political alliances or the strength 
of their own military might. 
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Chapters 6 – 7   
The Nation stands before the Judgement Seat of God 
In these two final chapters Micah returns to his original theme.  The nation stands before the judgement throne 
of God.  It is as if Judah is being taken to court. 
 
6: 1 – 8  God gives the accused the opportunity to defend themselves.  If God’s people have a 

complaint against God, then let them now speak out. 
   Verse 8 is sometimes seen as a summary of the prophetic message of Micah’s 

contemporaries.  God has shown you what He requires: 
    To do justice (Amos) 
    To love mercy (Hosea) 
    To walk humbly with your God (Isaiah). 
 
6: 9 – 16  God first of all reminds His people of their sins: 
   * Traders who give short measure and use deceitful weights 
   * The rich who are full of violence 
   * Lies and deceitfulness 
   * They have carried on the evil practices of Omri and Ahab (v. 16) 
   He then pronounces judgement - no matter how hard they work, they will never enjoy the 

fruits of their evil labour (c.f. Amos 5: 11). 
 
7: 1 – 7  In case anyone felt that God’s judgement was unjust,  He carries on with the list of 

accusations: 
   * Bribery and corruption among the judges and princes 
   * People turn against their own friends and family. 
   The prophet ends this section by declaring his determination to trust in no one but the 

LORD. 
 
7: 8 – 13  The prophet confesses Israel’s sins on her behalf, with confidence that those who truly 

repent of their sins, though they may suffer the punishment of God for their sins, yet they 
will one day be restored.  Those who have been exiled to Assyria, will one day return to 
the Promised Land. 

 
7: 14 – 20  The prophet ends on a note of triumph.  God will shepherd His people, and lead them from 

exile, as He once led them from Egypt.  His cry: “Who is a God like You, pardoning 
iniquity” (verse 18) is a play on the prophet’s own name:  Michayahu (shortened to 
Michaia) which means “Who is like the LORD?” 

 
   Note verse 20 
   God promises to cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  He then puts up a sign saying: 

“No Fishing”! 
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The Minor Prophets  

JONAH 

Introduction to the Prophet Jonah 
 
II Kings 14: 25 
Jonah is generally assumed to have lived in the Northern Kingdom of Israel during reign of Jeroboam II (794 
BC – 753 BC).  It is, however, equally possible that he lived at any time between the reign of Jehu (841 – 814 
BC) and that of Jeroboam II.  He was born in Gath Hepher, just to the North of Nazareth, in the territory of the 
tribe of Zebulun. 
 
The city of Nineveh, to which Jonah was sent, was the capital of Assyria.  During the reign of Jeroboam II, 
Ashur-Dan III was King of Assyria, and what we know from the secular history of this period of Assyria’s 
history fits in with the information recorded in the Book of Jonah. 
 

Commentary 

Jonah 1: 1 – 2  A New Calling 
a) The only words which Jonah are reported as preaching, other than those recorded in the Book of Jonah 

are that Israel will regain territory lost during the reign of Jehu  (II Kings 14: 25).   Jehu had been 
anointed King of Israel by the prophet Elisha (see II Kings 9: 1 – 13) in obedience to the command of 
God to Elijah (I Kings 19: 16 – 17).  Although Jehu fulfilled the prophecy in destroying the entire house 
of the evil king Ahab, as well as all the prophets, priests and worshippers of Baal, he continued to 
encourage the idolatrous worship of the golden calves set up by Jeroboam I at Bethel and Dan3.   God’s 
punishment on Jehu was to allow the enemies of Israel, both to the North and the South to invade and 
capture territory from Israel.   

 
b) Jonah’s one recorded prophecy in his own land of Israel was that all the lost territory would be restored.  

This was fulfilled during the reign of Jeroboam II, in spite of the fact that Jeroboam was morally and 
spiritually no better than Jehu. 

 
c) What we do not know is whether the prophecy about Israel came before or after the call to Jonah to go 

and preach in Nineveh.  It is quite possible that the very first words which Jonah heard from God were 
for him to leave his own country, his own people, his own culture and go and preach to the far more evil 
and idolatrous nation of Assyria.  It is much more likely that Jonah had been called first to preach to his 
own people, and that having done so with powerful effect, he thus was commissioned by God to a greater 
and seemingly more difficult task.   (See Matthew 25: 21.) 

 
d) Whether or not Jonah first preached in Israel or in Nineveh, the facts are that at the beginning of Chapter 

One we see Jonah sent by God into completely new territory.  Whatever he had done prior to the calling 
reported in Jonah 1: 1 – 2, here was something completely new. God is always in the process of leading 
us into new things.  If we are still doing the identical things that we were doing ten years ago, we are 
clearly not moving forward in God.   

 
e) For Jonah a call to go to Nineveh was: 
 * unknown – he had never been there before – he only knew Nineveh by reputation. 
 * unfamiliar – culturally, religiously, linguistically. 
 * unwelcome – within 10 years of Jeroboam II’s death Assyria was to invade Israel. 
 Do not be surprised if God calls you to a task that is unfamiliar, unknown and unwelcome.   

                                                           
 
 
3  These idols were claimed to be genuine representations of Jehovah, the God who had brought Israel out of Egypt  (I Kings 12: 28),  

just as Aaron had claimed of the golden calf which he had set up in the wilderness  (Exodus 32: 4). 
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Jonah 1: 3  Running Away 
a) Tarshish was in the exact opposite direction to Nineveh!  It is generally believed to have been Spain4.   
 
b) One of the easiest things (at least in the short term) when faced with a challenge from God to do 

something unfamiliar and unwelcome, is to run away.  Christians may not take a ship to Spain, but in 
other ways they run away from the challenge. 

 
c) Jonah made a discovery that had been made by others before.  You cannot run away from God!   
 Psalm 139: 7 – 12  
  We are not given any details of the context in which David wrote these words, but he had 

obviously learned from experience that it was impossible to hide from God. 
 Amos 9: 2 – 4   
  Amos was a contemporary of Jonah.  Maybe he had been talking to Jonah before he wrote these 

words! 
 
 It is a dangerous thing to put your life into the hands of God.  Jesus warned of the need to count the cost 

before we commit ourselves to Him.  (Luke 14: 28 – 33) 
 
d) We frequently sing hymns and choruses in which we tell God that our lives are entirely at His disposal.  

Watch what you are singing! God will keep you to your word! 
 

Jonah 1: 4 – 5  The Consequences of Disobedience 
a) Jonah was not the only one to suffer when he tried running away from God.  There were other passengers 

on board at the time.  They too had to go through the storm that hit Jonah.  The sailors had to row hard 
(see Jonah 1: 13) and jettison the cargo, which represented valuable belongings of people other than 
Jonah.  Everyone was terrified.  In fact it seems that Jonah was the only one not terrified - see Jonah 1: 
5b. 

 
b) Other people always suffer when we rebel against God.  Just as the sailors and other passengers were all 

in the same boat as Jonah, so we are all in the same boat together. Never underestimate the consequences 
for other people of your disobedience! 

 

Jonah 1: 7 – 16 Honest Pagans 
This passage tells us a lot about honest, decent pagans.  By the end of Chapter One these men knew a fair 
amount about the God of Jonah. They were more aware of the danger for Jonah of rebelling against his God than 
he was himself! 
 
a) They used their own pagan practice of casting lots – and came up with the right answer! Jesus is the only 

way to the Father. Everyone must either receive Jesus as Saviour or perish in Hell.  That does not mean 
that everything about other religions is 100% wrong!  Muslims believe that there is only one God – they 
are not wrong!  Animists believe that this world is full of evil spirits whose aim is to destroy man –they 
are not entirely wrong!  Satanists believe that the Devil is pretty powerful and has amazing supernatural 
powers – the Bible says the same!  Most religions believe that there are fundamental principles of right 
and wrong, and that the world needs to obey those moral principles.  Who is arguing with them?  Hindus 
believe that the world was created by divine intervention – we may disagree about the name and nature 
of the Creator, but we cannot deny the basic premise from which they begin!  Sometimes false religions 
get things right! 

 

                                                           
 
 
4  Tarshish was one of the grandsons of Noah.  Several of the Biblical references speak of ships in reference to Tarshish (I Kings 10: 

22; and 22: 48 – the literal translation of the Hebrew in these verses is “ships of Tarshish” – NKJV translates this as “merchant 
ships”),  and it was noted as a place from which metals such as silver, iron, tin and lead were imported (Jeremiah 10: 9;  Ezekiel 
27: 12).   Some scholars believe that the name “Tarshish” might have been given to any part of the world noted for metal 
production, but most are convinced that in the book of Jonah it is Spain that is meant. 
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b) The sailors in Jonah’s ship were honest, decent and caring.  They knew that to save themselves they 
would have to throw Jonah overboard, but did everything in their power to save not only themselves, but 
also Jonah – the cause of all their troubles.  They had no idea that God had plans of His own to save 
Jonah. Sometimes unbelievers can be more caring than believers. 

 
c) At the same time we can also see that these honest, decent, caring pagans acted in the light of their own 

understanding, and not in accordance with the will of God.  God had a clear plan.  They were supposed to 
throw Jonah into the sea, the storm would immediately cease, they and everyone and everything in the 
boat would be perfectly safe, nothing and no-one need be lost, and God had already prepared a huge fish 
to sort Jonah out.   Because they acted in the light of their own human understanding and not in 
obedience to the Word of God, they risked losing everything, including their own lives.  The moment 
they acted in obedience to God’s Word they too were saved.  

 

Jonah 1: 17  God’s Way Back for Jonah 
a) The sailors took it for granted that they were throwing Jonah to his death.  Jonah probably thought the 

same!  But God had other plans.  God’s discipline of Jonah was not to destroy him, but to change him. 
 
b) Even when we rebel against God, there is always a way out of the rebellion.  However unlikely it may 

sometimes seem, God will always prepare a way for us to get back to where we ought to have been in the 
first place.   

 
c) It may be extremely uncomfortable.  There have been a number of instances of human beings swallowed 

by whales and surviving.  But they have come out of the experience with their skin, clothes and hair 
bleached white.  Some have suggested that if this is how Jonah looked when he walked through the 
streets of Nineveh, no wonder people took notice of him and his message! The consequence of your 
rebellion against God may not be pleasant, but it will be the way back! 

 
d) It may be the last thing you expected to happen. Jonah was not expecting to be swallowed alive by a huge 

fish.  There are not that many creatures around big enough to do that – especially not in the 
Mediterranean!  When you try running away from God, you may find yourself in the strangest situation 
imaginable – but if you are able to recognise it, then it will be God’s way for you to get back to where 
you were supposed to be. 

 

Jonah 2: 3 – 7   Out of the depths 
c.f. Psalm 130: 1 
a) There are times when: 
 i. God casts us into the deep in order to chastise us 
 ii. God allows disasters in order to discipline us 
 But always the aim is restoration. 
 
b) Everything that happened to Israel and Judah in Assyria and Babylon was with the purpose of cleansing, 

purifying and bringing them back to God. 
 c.f. Hosea 3: 1 – 5 
  Hosea’s relationship with his wayward wife – to chastise her in order to bring her back. 
 c.f. Hebrews 12: 5 – 11 
  God disciplines us because He loves us.  If we respond positively to God’s chastening, then we 

will grow in righteousness, and become more like Jesus. 
 
c) Even while still in the belly of the fish, Jonah knew that God was in the process of answering his prayer 

and lifting him from the pit (vv. 5 – 6).  No matter how far down we fall, God will always lift us up – if 
we let Him do so! 

 
d) At the point of absolute despair Jonah turned to the LORD (v. 7).  How often do we do this, but then 

forget Him when everything is going well.  The more we turn to the LORD when all is well, the easier it 
is to turn to Him when things have collapsed around us! 
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Jonah 2: 4 & 7  Look to the Temple 
a) The Temple in Jerusalem was the centre of all religious life.  It was the place where God’s name dwelt (I 

Kings 8: 20, 29).  It was the symbol of God’s presence in the midst of His people. 
 
b) It is interesting that Jonah who lived in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, which had turned its back on 

Jerusalem, still looked to Jerusalem when he needed God.  This is why Jeroboam I had built the shrines 
at Dan and Bethel and placed the golden calves there, because he knew that Jerusalem would 
automatically draw people to God.    

 i. Dan turned people’s eyes away from Jerusalem (because it was in the far North – the very 
opposite direction [NB Jonah’s response to God’s call to Nineveh was to run in the opposite 
direction]. 

 ii. Bethel waylaid people who may have been on their way to Jerusalem, because it was in the South 
of Israel, and therefore on the road towards Jerusalem.  It persuaded people to stop short, and not 
go all the way with God. 

 
c) TODAY the Temple of God is not a building.  God does not dwell in buildings made with hands, but He 

dwells in the midst of His people – I Cor. 3: 16 – 17;  II Cor. 6: 16;   Eph. 2: 20 - 21;   I Peter 2: 4 – 5.    
In our distress and times of dejection it is vital that we look to the people of God.  Sadly too many 
Christians turn away from the fellowship of the Church when things go wrong – whereas this is the one 
place where they ought to find help and encouragement.  [Sometimes of course, the church is the last 
place that people do find encouragement when they are in trouble.  Christians, sadly, can kick one 
another when they are down.]  We need to work hard to create in the church a place of encouragement, 
loving-kindness and humility (see Micah 6: 8), so that when people do fall, they will know that they can 
turn to God’s people and find help. 

 

Jonah 2: 8  The Worthlessness of Idols 
a) The Bible says two different things about idols: 
 i. Isaiah 44: 17   Idols are man-made and therefore unable to help man. 
  Isaiah 46: 1    They cannot even carry themselves around, but have to be carried 
  Jer. 10: 8   A wooden idol is worthless 
  I Cor. 8: 4  An idol is nothing in the world 
 
 ii. I Cor. 10: 20 – 21 The false gods represented by idols are demons 
  Zechariah 10: 2  The worship of idols leads to deception 
  Ezekiel 37: 23 Idol worship is defiling and detestable to God. 
 
 The idol in itself is nothing more than a bit of wood, gold or silver.  It is unable to help those who bow 

down before it.  However, the false god represented by the idol is a demon masquerading as a god.  
Demons only help in order ultimately to destroy.  They give the appearance of answering the prayers of 
those who bow before them, in order to further ensnare them and ultimately destroy them (Rev. 21: 8). 

 
b) Idolatry is not, however, simply the worship of statues of silver, gold or wood representing false gods.  

According to Paul in Colossians 3: 5, covetousness is idolatry.  Anything that we put in the place of God: 
family, success, money, fame, sport, work – all these can be idols which will keep us from God. 

 

Jonah 2: 9  The Offering of Sacrifices 
a) In the Old Testament there were a variety of sacrifices offered – most of them to pay the price of sin (e.g. 

Leviticus 23: 19).  All these have been rendered obsolete by the sacrificial death of Jesus (Hebrews 9: 
26).  There are however a number of sacrifices which we are still called upon to offer (I Peter 2: 5):  

 i. Psalm 51: 16 – 17 The sacrifice of a broken and contrite spirit.   
 ii. Hebrews 13: 15 The sacrifice of praise.  
 iii. Hebrews 13: 16 The sacrifice of sharing our possessions and doing good to others (Gal. 6: 

10;   Phil. 4: 18). 
 iv. Romans 12: 1  Both pagan and Jewish sacrifices involved the killing of an animal.  Paul 

invites us to offer our bodies to God while they are still alive. We need to 
offer this sacrifice daily (Luke 9: 23)]. 
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b) The second aspect of Jonah’s sacrifice of thanksgiving is the commitment to “pay what I have vowed”.  
If you make a promise to God it is vital that you keep it.  If you make a commitment to serve God, then 
you must live by that commitment.  One wonders if Jonah had not already heard from God and been 
given prophetic words to utter, and that Jonah had made the kind of commitment made by Isaiah:  “Here 
am I Lord, send me” (Isaiah 6: 8), but when God chose to send him to Nineveh, he rebelled and refused 
to do what he had already told God he was willing to do.   It is a dangerous thing to go back on a 
commitment made to God. 

 

Jonah 2: 10  “So the LORD spoke to the fish” 
a) God is the Creator of all things.  He therefore has absolute authority over every element of His creation.  

We see this in Jesus’ authority over the storm (Mark 4: 39).  
 
b) God is also Lord of very circumstance of our life.  We may feel that disaster has overtaken us, that 

everything has gone wrong, and that we are at the very bottom of the pit.  God can lift us out of that pit 
and set our feet back on the rock (Psalm 40: 2). 

 
c) Note that the fish instantly obeyed God’s command. Would that Christians were more like that fish! 
 
 

Jonah 3: 1 – 3a  Jonah’s Second Chance 
The fact that we fail and let God down does not necessarily mean that it is all over.  God always gives us a 
second chance to obey His Word.  It is never too late to get back to where God wants us to be.  Even in their 
dying moments both the thieves who were crucified alongside Jesus, had the opportunity to repent (Luke 23: 39 
– 43).  One of them took that final chance and entered the Kingdom. 
 

Jonah 3: 3b – 4  Three Days’ Journey 
a) Nineveh had a population of 120,000.  Even if they were well scattered over a large area it would not 

take three days to walk from one side to the other.  (8 hours per day, 2 miles per hour, 3 days = 48 miles).   
 Amritsar City    1,500,000 people (2001 Census). 
 Kampala   1,659,000 (estimated population in 2011)  
  
b) We must therefore assume that Jonah visited every single district and suburb of the City, and preached 

the Word of God in every one of them; making sure that every single one of the 120,000 people had the 
chance to hear his message. 

 
c) God is thorough.  He wants everyone in the world to hear the Gospel.   
 II Peter 3: 9 – God wants everyone to repent and be saved; therefore Jesus’ return tarries to give the 

Church opportunity to tell the whole world – every tribe, every language, every culture, every individual.  
This is a reminder of the crucial task that has been entrusted to us, to take the Gospel to every nation and 
to every people group. 

 
 

Jonah 3: 5 - 9   Pagans can and do repent. 
a) The people of Nineveh were totally godless.  They had no heritage of prophetic preaching or Biblical 

worship.  They had never heard of the Ten Commandments. Their own religions were not hot on high 
moral standards.  Yet when they heard the Word of God preached by a man of God, they responded in 
faith and repentance. 

 
b) We need to expect people to respond to our preaching.  Expect unbelievers to recognise the Word of God 

when they hear it.  Expect them to turn to repent of their sin and turn to Jesus in faith.  We know, from 
experience, that it does not always happen, but we should go out in evangelism with a positive attitude, 
expecting things to happen.  
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Jonah 3: 8b    True Repentance 
“Yes let every man turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.” 
a) The repentance of the people of Nineveh was not just a ritual sackcloth and ashes affair.  It involved a 

turning from sin.  It involved a complete change of life-style. 
 
b) A common OT word often translated “repent” is shub, which means to turn round, or to turn back.  It 

means to recognise that you are heading in the completely wrong direction and do an about turn. 
 

Jonah 3: 10   God changes His mind! 
a) II Kings 14: 25 
 Jonah had foretold what was about to happen in the future, and it happened exactly as he foretold. 
 
 Jonah 3: 4 
 Jonah foretold that in 40 days Nineveh would be completely overthrown.  Forty days later nothing had 

happened!  Was Jonah a false prophet? 
  
b) Prophecy is only partly the foretelling of the future.  The OT prophets were not clairvoyants or fortune-

tellers.  They were first and foremost preachers of the Word of God.  Very often this included warnings:  
“If you act in such and such a way, then God will do such and such a thing.”  Very often their message 
was one of promise of great blessing, which would follow obedience to God’s Word.  But almost always 
the prophetic word carried an “if” with it.  Both the blessing and the curse were conditional on man’s 
response to the Word of God.   

 

Jonah 4: 1 - 11 Jonah’s Self-Righteousness 
a) Chapter 4 is no longer about Nineveh, but about Jonah.  Even though God has used Jonah mightily, God 

still has much to teach Jonah. 
 
b) Jonah almost certainly sat outside the city, watching what would happen, in the hope that he would see 

the terrible judgement of God fall on an evil city, so that he could say:  “I told you so”.  Jonah is self-
righteous and proud of his own goodness. 

 
c) Jonah did not really want to see sinners repenting.  He wanted to gloat over their downfall.  Do we do the 

same?   
 
d) In Ezekiel 18: 23 God asks a question: Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, says the Lord 

GOD, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live?  The answer is given in Ezekiel 18: 32: 
For I have no pleasure in the death of any one, says the Lord GOD; so turn, and live." 

 
e) The fact that God uses you and me does not mean that we are sinlessly perfect and are not in need of 

correction.  “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to 
God and not to us” (II Cor. 4: 7).   
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The Minor Prophets  

AMOS 
 
Amos came from Judah, from a village called Tekoa about 12 or 13 miles south of Jerusalem, on the road 
between Bethlehem and the Dead Sea.  At that time there were groups of prophets, some of them professional 
prophets in the pay of the king.  Amos did not belong to any of these groups.  He was a small-time farmer, 
breeding sheep and tending sycamore trees 5 (Amos 7 : 14 ). 
 
Amos was called by God to quit his secular employment in order to go and preach in the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II  (793 – 753 BC).  He tells us that he was called to preach two years before 
an earthquake, which is mentioned by the prophet Zechariah two and a half centuries later (Zech. 14: 5).  
Unfortunately we do not know the date of this event. 
 
Jeroboam’s reign was one of stability and prosperity for Israel.  Syria, her northern neighbour who in the past 
had been a constant source of harassment for Israel, had at this time been seriously weakened by the Assyria 
Empire.  That empire, however, was now faced with internal tensions, and no longer posed a threat to Israel.  
Most commentators believe that Amos exercised his ministry towards the end of the reign of Jeroboam II, some 
time around 760 BC.  He was a contemporary of Hosea, a native of Israel, and also of Jonah, who was sent by 
God to preach to the people of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. 
 
The prophet addresses four basic problems in the life of the nation: 
 
1. Prosperity had created a spirit of materialism.  Most people were putting their trust in their material 

prosperity. 
 
2. That prosperity, however, was not equally distributed, so that alongside the very rich there were many 

who were very poor.  As always, the rich oppressed the poor. 
 
3. The first king of Israel (Jeroboam I) had established two shrines – one at Bethel and the other at Dan.  He 

placed golden calves in both shrines, and encouraged people to worship these as “the God who had 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt”.  As a result idolatry had become a central feature of religious 
life in Israel. 

 
4. At the same time, just as in the days of Elijah, paganism had crept in, on the back of idolatry6.  Pagan 

gods were often gods or goddesses of fertility, promising prosperity and large healthy families to those 
who served them. 

 

Outline of the Book of the Prophet Amos 

Chapters 1 – 2 Prophesies against the nations 
 1: 3 - 10  Neighbouring pagan nations (Syria, Philistia, Phoenicia) 
 1: 11  - 2: 3 Neighbours related to Israel (Edom, Ammon, Moab) 
 2: 4 – 5  Israel’s sister kingdom of Judah 
 2: 6 – 16  The nation of Israel herself. 

                                                           
 
 
5  Sycamore trees grew in the Jordan valley and on the banks of the Dead Sea.  They produce figs, though of an inferior quality, used 

for feeding animals. 
6  Idolatry is the worship of images, which may or may not claim to represent the God of  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Paganism is the 

worship of other gods. 
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Chapters 3 – 6 Warnings for Israel  
 3: 1 – 18  Privilege and Responsibility.  
 4: 1 – 13  The cows of Bashan 
 5: 1 – 16  A call to repentance 
 5: 17 – 27  The Day of the LORD 
 6: 1 – 14  Warnings to both Zion and Samaria 
  

Chapters 7 – 9 Visions of Ruin and Restoration 
 7: 1 – 9  Three visions 
 7: 10 – 16  Amos and the Priest of Bethel 
 8: 1 – 14  A basket of summer fruits 
 9: 1 – 10  The universal judgement of God 
 9: 11 – 15  A time of renewal 
 

1. Prophecies against the nations 
Chapters 1 – 2 
 
The prophet stood in the centre of Bethel, the site of one of Israel’s two idolatrous shrines.  He came from Judah 
in the South, but God has sent him to preach in the sister Kingdom of Israel.  He came to bring a message of 
judgement on Israel, but first he turns to her neighbours. 
 

1: 3 - 10  Neighbouring pagan nations  
Syria (1: 3 – 5) with her capital city of Damascus;   
Philistia (1: 6 – 8) with her principal cities of Gaza, Ekron and Ashkelon;   
Phoenicia (modern Lebanon) with her capital city of Tyre (1: 9 – 11)  
These were nations whose cultural, social, racial and religious background were totally different from that of 
Israel and Judah.  Amos’ audience would be happy to listen to him pronouncing doom on these nations, which 
were often at war with Israel.  They have violated moral standards which any human being ought to recognise.  
He accuses these nations of committing war crimes7 in her battles against Israel.  Had these nations only sinned 
three times, it is possible that God might have overlooked their sins.  But by sinning a fourth time, they have 
overstepped the limits of God’s indulgence and are thus condemned. 
 

1: 11  - 2: 3 Neighbours related to Israel  
The nations of Edom (1: 11 – 12);  Ammon (1: 13 – 15) and Moab (2: 1 – 3) were not only neighbours but had 
very strong racial, social and cultural links with Israel and Judah.   
The Edomites were descended from Esau (Gen. 36);   
the Ammonites (Deut. 2: 19) and the Moabites (Gen. 19: 30 – 38) descendants of Lot.   
Once again none of Amos’ audience would object to his message.  These nations had committed crimes against 
their brothers in Israel, and everyone was happy for God to condemn them.  They also had overstepped the 
mark, and stood condemned by God. 

                                                           
 
 
7  The phrase “war crimes” is a modern expression, but the fact of war crimes is as old as warfare itself, and the concept that it is 

possible to fight a war in a righteous manner, is not a new concept. 
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2: 4 – 5  Israel’s sister kingdom of Judah 
Next Amos begins to pronounce God’s judgement on his own people, the people of Judah (2: 4 – 5).  The 
accusation is that Judah has received the Law of the LORD, but has failed to live by it.  Perhaps, by now, Amos’ 
audience are beginning to wonder why he is preaching all this in Bethel; but perhaps there are others who are 
beginning to see where he is heading.  Step by step he has got nearer to Israel and the town of Bethel in which 
the message is being preached. 

2: 6 – 16  The nation of Israel herself. 
Finally he begins to address the sins of Israel (2: 6 – 16).  He begins as always with the same introduction “For 
three transgressions of… and for four, I will not turn away its punishment”.  Israel stands condemned because: 
 i. They despised the poor (v. 6) 
 ii. They have abandoned the God who saved them (v. 10) 
 iii. They have persecuted those who have tried to live a life of holiness, and those who have preached 

the truth of God’s Word (v. 11).  
 
  

2. Warnings for Israel 
Chapters 3 – 6 

Amos 3: 1 – 18  Privilege and Responsibility 
Israel has the privilege of having been chosen by God.  Her responsibility is therefore all the greater.  (c.f. Luke 
12: 48).  The prophet sounds the trumpet to warn the people of God’s judgement.  Only a fool refuses to heed 
the warning.  The LORD does nothing without revealing His plans to His prophets.  Israel’s corruption will 
therefore not go unpunished. 

Amos 4: 1 – 3  The Cows of Bashan 
a) Bashan is a fertile region to the north east of the Jordan valley, famous for its herds of cattle.  Amos 

denounces the wealthy women of Israel who exploit the poor in order to make themselves even richer.  
Calling a woman a “cow” is an insult in any language with which I am familiar! 

 
b) “You will be cast into (or out towards) Harmon”.  Harmon is unknown.  It is possible to correct the word 

and write “Hermon” instead, Hermon being on the road to Lebanon, which would be the route taken by 
exiles on their way to Assyria.   

Amos 4: 6 – 11  God’s Punishment of Israel 
God has already begun to punish His people by sending plagues on the land.  Different towns and different 
regions have received different plagues at different times.  No one has recognised these as the hand the God, and 
so no one has bothered to repent. 

Amos 5: 4 – 6  Bethel, Gilgal and Beersheba 
All three of the sacred sites are places where in the past God revealed Himself to His chosen people: 
 
a) Bethel  Genesis 28: 10 - 22 
 Jacob was running away from his brother.  At Bethel God met him with the promise: “I will give you this 

land”.  It was the same promise that was given to Abraham (Gen. 13: 15) and to Isaac (Gen. 26: 3).   
Later God commanded Jacob to return to Bethel (Gen. 35: 1 – 15), at which point Jacob destroyed all the 
idols which his family were serving.  God then reminds Jacob of the new name (Israel) that he had 
received at Peniel (Gen. 35: 28).   In I Kings 12: 26 – 29 Jeroboam I built a sanctuary at Bethel and 
placed there one of his golden calves.  It was a good site for the people of God – a place where Jacob 
found a new direction in life, and a new identity as a child of God.  People came to Bethel to celebrate 
the past, but without a transformation of character and without taking the new direction that God reveals, 
worship at Bethel was meaningless. 
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b) Gilgal   
 At Gilgal the children of Israel first set foot in the Promised Land (Joshua 4: 19 – 20) after having 

crossed the Jordan.  At Gilgal the Covenant was renewed and a new generation circumcised.  It was here 
that they first tasted the fruits of the Promised Land (Joshua 5: 1 – 12).  At Gilgal Saul was crowned as 
the first King of Israel (I Sam. 11: 14 – 15).   Gilgal therefore was a strong reminder that Israel was 
the Kingdom of God.  In Amos’ day people came to Gilgal to celebrate the Covenant relationship, and to 
rejoice in the fact that God had given them the Promised Land.  However unless they lived by the 
Covenant and committed themselves in obedience to the King of Kings, worship at Gilgal was a 
mockery. 

 
c) Beersheba  
 Abraham was the first of the Patriarchs to visit Beersheba (Gen. 21: 22 – 34).  It was here that a pagan 

king, Abimelech, testified: “God is with you in all that you do”.  This became the theme of Beersheba.   
 
 Isaac also visited Beersheba (Gen. 26: 23 – 24).  God spoke to him there: “Do not fear, I am with you”.   
  
 On his way to Egypt, Jacob stopped at Beersheba (Gen. 46: 1 – 4).  God met him and said:  “Do not fear 

to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation”. 
 Beersheba is the place where God promises to be with His people, to prosper them and to bless them.   
 
 In Amos’ day everyone came to Beersheba to claim the promises, without giving any thought to the 

conditions attached to the promise.  This is why God said to them:  “Seek me and you will live” (Amos 5: 
4);  and why Amos repeated the message: “Seek the Lord and you will live” (Amos 5: 6). 

 

Amos 5 : 18 – 20  The Day of the Lord   
Everyone was awaiting the Day of the Lord, when God would come and bless His people, and establish the 
universal reign of Israel at the heart of the Kingdom of God. Amos warns them that the Day of Lord will come, 
but it will be a day of judgement, of darkness and disaster for an unfaithful people 
 

Amos 5: 21 – 24  True Religion 
What God is looking for from His people is not the singing of hymns, the offering of sacrifices or the 
participation in religious ceremonies.  God is looking for righteousness and justice 
Righteousness = personal morality 
Justice = Social morality  (See James 1: 26 – 27) 
 

3. Warnings to both Zion and Samaria 
Amos 6: 1 - 7 
The rich of Israel were living with a false sense of security.  They compared the wealth and luxury of Samaria 
with  Calneh8, Hamath or Gath9.  The people of Samaria slept on beds of ivory10.  All this wealth, however, is 
nothing in the presence of a God who demands justice for the poor and needy and moral righteousness in all 
men. 
 

                                                           
 
 
8  Calneh and Hamath were important towns in Syria. 
9  Gath was a Philistine city. 
10  Remains of an ivory bed head have been found at Nimrud.  Ivory is very expensive – a bed head of carved ivory must have cost a 

fortune.  It is an indication of the wealth of Israel at that time. 
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4. Visions of Ruin and Restoration 
Chapters 7 – 9 

Amos 7 : 1 – 9  Three Visions 
a) Grasshoppers Amos 7 : 1 – 3 
 The first mowing of hay was for the king.  The second was for the farmer himself.  But just as the second 

mowing was about to begin a plague of locusts threatened to destroy it all.  As a result of this vision the 
prophet is constrained to pray for the people and intercede on their behalf. 

 Intercession is part of the prophetic ministry - I Samuel 12: 23;   I Kings 18: 42 (see James 5: 16 – 18);   
Isaiah 37: 1 – 4;   Jeremiah 14: 7 – 12. 

 
b) The Fire  Amos 7: 4 - 6 
 Once again God’s people are saved thanks to the intercession of the man of God. 
 
c) The Plumb line Amos 7 : 7 – 9 
 A plumb line is a piece of lead attached to a length of string.  Builders use it to check whether or not a 

wall is straight.  God places a plumb line in the midst of His people and finds the wall so crooked, that 
there is no choice but to demolish it and start again.  The intercession of the prophet no longer serves any 
purpose. (see Jeremiah 7: 16;   11: 14;   14: 11). 

  

Amos 7 : 10 - 17  The Priest of Bethel 
Amos was from the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  God sent him to preach in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.   
Bethel at this time was the official sanctuary, where the king himself came to worship.  Amos stood in the midst 
of Bethel and prophesied the destruction of all the sanctuaries of Israel (v. 9), as well as the collapse of the 
dynasty of Jeroboam II.  Amaziah, the official priest of Bethel, is scandalised by the message and informs the 
king that Amos is a political agitator.  It would appear that Jeroboam ignored the accusation, and so Amaziah 
challenges Amos face to face.  Since he is a “foreigner” Amos has no right to preach in Bethel, which is under 
Amaziah’s authority. Amos simply replies that it is the LORD, the God of Bethel who had sent him, and His 
authority is greater than that of the Priest of Bethel. 
 

 Amos 8 : 1 – 14 The Basket of Summer Fruits 
a) Amos sees in a vision a basket of ripe11 fruit.  God says that Israel is ripe for judgement. 
 i. Merchants do not want to close their shops and market stalls on the Sabbath (v. 5a). 
 ii. They put the price of goods up, but falsify their scales to give short measure (v. 5b). 
 iii. They enrich themselves at the expense of the poor (v. 6a). 
 iv. They sell the sweepings up, as if they were the finest quality (v. 6b). 
 
b) The consequence of all this will be a spiritual famine (v. 11).  A nation which rejects the Word of God 

will find that God simply stops speaking to them.  (c.f. I Sam. 28: 6). 
 

Amos 9 : 1 – 10 The Universal Judgement of God 
a) Those who seek the Word of God will never find it (Amos 8: 11 – 12), but those who seek to hide from 

God will find that He is everywhere. 
 c.f. Psalm 139: 7 – 12 (here the same message is a promise for God’s faithful people) 
 
b) God is not only the God of Israel and Judah – He is Lord of every nation. The fact that the children of 

Israel are God’s chosen people is no excuse for pride or arrogance.  The same God who brought Israel 
out of Egypt also brought the Philistines from Crete (Caphtor), and the Syrians from Kir12. 

                                                           
 
 
11  This is the sense of the words “summer fruits”.  They are ripe and ready for picking. 
12  Kir is unknown.  Some believe that it is another name for Ur (Abram’s birthplace).  Amos 1: 5 says that Syria will go into captivity 

to Kir. 
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 NOTE Amos was preaching between 760 and 753 BC.  The destruction of Samaria took place in 
722 BC.  Amos had to wait over thirty years to see the fulfilment of his prophecies.  He 
may well not have lived that long.  

 

Amos 9 : 11 – 15  A Time of Renewal 
In 722 BC Samaria was destroyed by the Assyrians and the people exiled.  135 years later Jerusalem suffered 
the same fate, but at the hands of the Babylonians.  The “House of David” (v. 11 – the literal word used is “hut” 
or “cabin”) collapsed in ruins.  All this was in fulfilment of the prophecies of Amos and of many others (Joel, 
Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah.) 
 
The final words of the prophet Amos, however, are words of promise.  God’s discipline is always intended to 
purify, rather than to totally destroy13. In exile both Israel and Judah will find it possible to repent and their 
faith will be renewed.  After a period of purification the two kingdoms will again be reunited, will return to 
Jerusalem and enter once more into the blessing of the LORD. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
13  Hell was not prepared for man, but for the Devil and his angels (Matthew 25: 41). The only human beings who will be thrown into 

the lake of fire and sulphur (Rev. 20: 10 – 15) are those who reject the offer of forgiveness and salvation which is available to all 
who receive Jesus (John 3: 16). 
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The Minor Prophets  

HOSEA 
 
Hosea tells us that his ministry took place during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, while 
Jeroboam II was on the throne of Israel.  This makes him a contemporary of Isaiah, Amos, Micah and Jonah.  
All five men were exercising their ministries at more or less the same time, Jonah in Nineveh (eventually); 
Isaiah and Micah in Judah: Amos and Hosea in Israel. 
 
Hosea’s name14 comes from the same root as the names Joshua and Jesus.  His name means: “Salvation”, 
whereas the names of Joshua and Jesus mean: “The LORD is Salvation”.  Hosea’s message is one of the offer of 
salvation, provided the people turn from their idolatry and return to the LORD.   
 
In the book of Hosea, the Kingdom of Israel is frequently referred to as Ephraim.  This was the name of just one 
of the ten tribes which made up the Northern Kingdom, but in Hosea’s day it was one of the most important, 
along with Manasseh. 
 

Chapters 1 – 3  Hosea’s Marriage and the Adultery of Israel 
 
a) Scholars disagree as to whether God literally told Hosea to go and marry a woman who was already a 

prostitute (Hosea 1: 2), or whether he was commanded to marry Gomer, whom God knew was going to 
turn to prostitution.   It is the latter which seems most likely. 

 
b) The early years of their marriage seem to be normal.  Gomer gives birth to three children, each of which 

is given a prophetic name: 
 
 Jezreel   
 i. It was at Jezreel that Jehu brought the judgement of God on the household of Omri and Ahab (II 

Kings 10: 1 – 11).  However: 
  * His zeal for bloodshed went beyond anything that God had commanded; 
  * Although he did rid Israel of Baal worship, he continued to worship the golden calves of 

Jeroboam (II Kings 10: 29 – 31). 
 
 ii. Jezreel (Hebrew = Yizre’el) is almost identical to the name of the whole nation (Hebrew Yizra’el).   
 
 iii. Jeroboam II, who was on the throne of Israel during Hosea’s ministry, was a direct descendent of 

Jehu.  The name given to Hosea’s first born says that the judgement which Jehu unleashed on the 
descendants of Omri and Ahab, will also be unleashed on the descendants of Jehu.   Jeroboam II 
reigned for 30 years, but his son had barely time to warm the throne, before he was assassinated 
by Shallum, and the line of Jehu came to an end. 

 
 Lo-Ruhamah  
 i. Gomer’s second child was a girl, who was given a name meaning: “Not pitied”.  God will no 

longer have mercy on the sins of Israel. 
 
 ii. The birth of Jezreel is recorded as: “she conceived and bore him a son”.  When the Bible records 

the birth of the next two children to Gomer, no reference is made that it was “to him” that she 
bore them.  It is quite possible that she has already turned to prostitution, and that these two 
children are not the children of Hosea, although it is he who gives them their prophetic names.  
See Hosea 2: 4 – 5: “for they are the children of harlotry…. she who conceived them has behaved 
shamefully”. 

                                                           
 
 
14  The last king of Israel was also called Hosea, although most English Bibles transliterate the name as “Hoshea”, perhaps to 

distinguish a king who was a complete waste of time, from a prophet who moved under a mighty anointing of God. 
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 Lo-Ammi 
 i. The third child (another boy) is given a name which could imply the total separation of husband 

from wife. 
 
 ii. The children of Israel were proud of the fact that they were God’s chosen people.  This was the 

very heart of their national identity.  God says, that because of their rejection of Him, and their 
turning to idolatry, He has rejected them as His chosen people. 

 
 Even in the midst of a message of judgement and the rejection by God of His chosen people, there is still 

a promise of restoration and reconciliation.  (Hosea 1: 10  - 2: 1).  The name Jezreel is ambiguous.  It 
means “God will scatter”.  This can refer to: 

 i. God scattering His people at the time of exile, when they were literally scattered all over the 
known world. 

 ii. God scattering the seed of His blessing upon the land, so that there will be a great harvest.  This is 
clearly the meaning which is given in Hosea 2: 22 – 23. 

 
d) The New Testament applies this message to the Gentiles.  Those who were once not God’s people are 

now, in Christ, the people of God.  See Romans 9: 24 – 26. 
 
e) Between the point at which God’s people prostitute themselves with foreign gods and idols, and the 

moment of restoration and blessing, there is a time of judgement and punishment.  Hosea’s wife 
eventually leaves him and turns to prostitution full time.  In the same way God’s people Israel completely 
abandon all pretence of worshipping the LORD and sell themselves totally to the pagan gods of the 
Canaanites. Before restoration is possible Hosea had to buy his wife back from prostitution (Hosea 3: 1 – 
3).  He was willing to do this because he still loved her.  In the same way God will have to buy Israel 
back from exile (c.f. Isaiah 43: 1). 

 
f) Hosea disciplined his wife after he had bought her back from prostitution.  In the same way God will 

discipline His people, before there is the possibility of complete restoration (Hosea 3: 3 – 5). 
 

Chapters 4 – 14  God’s Punishment of Israel 
These chapters describe in detail both the sins which Israel is committing, and the judgement which God is 
about to bring upon her.  Nevertheless, even within these chapters, there is a message of hope, and the whole 
section ends with a message of hope. 
 
Chapter 4  There is neither truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 
   There is, instead, swearing, lying, killing and stealing. 
   The men have turned to religious prostitutes15 . 
 
Chapter 5  The priests are leading the people astray (vv. 1 – 2).  
   Therefore God will withdraw Himself from them. 
   The princes are dishonest and corrupt (v. 10). 
   Instead of turning to God the nation has turned to Assyria for help (v. 13). 
 
Chapter 6  The prophet calls Israel to repentance (v. 1). 
   God’s punishment is always intended to restore and purify. 
   God is not interested in religion.  He is looking for people to live in obedience to His 

Word.  Hosea 6: 6 is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 9: 13:  “I desire mercy not sacrifice”16.        
 

                                                           
 
 
15  Note Hosea 4: 14 – God does not condemn the women who turn to prostitution, but the men who pay them! 
16  “To be a good Jew, you don’t have to believe in God, just do what he says” is a tongue-in-cheek Jewish saying.  Quoted by Rabbi 

Dr. Jonathon Romain (Guardian 18/9/04). 
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Chapter 7  God wants to heal His people, but they refuse to let Him near their sickness (v. 1). 
   They are in serious trouble, but refuse to recognise it. 
   They are like a silly dove, fluttering here and there for help, where no help can be found – 

i.e. in either Egypt or Assyria (v. 11). 
 
Chapter 8  Israel will cry out to God, but God will not hear (vv. 1 – 3). 
   They have set up a golden calf to worship, but it will be smashed to pieces. 
   They have established their own kings whom God has not anointed 
   They have sown the wind, so they will reap the whirlwind (v. 7) 
   Though Hosea’s message is mainly to his own people of Israel, he points out that Judah is 

no different (v. 14). 
 
Chapter 9  Because Israel has prostituted herself with other gods, she shall return to “Egypt”, whence 

she was delivered at the time of Moses (v. 10).  In this case, however, “Egypt” will be 
Assyria (v. 3) 

 
Chapter 10  When judgement comes people will scream after their idols, which will have been taken 

from them (v. 5). 
   Once again the prophet calls the people to repentance and righteousness: 
   Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground, for it is  

time to seek the LORD, until He comes and rains righteousness on you.  (v. 12)   
   Sow righteousness rather than the wickedness which you have been sowing, and you will 

get a much better harvest! 
 
Chapter 11  God’s continuing love for Israel, in spite of all her sins. 
   “Out of Egypt I called my son” is quoted in Matthew 2: 15.  God took Israel out of Egypt, 

led her through the Red Sea, led her for 40 years through the wilderness, and gave her the 
Promised Land.  In order to bring salvation to Israel, Jesus followed a similar path: 

   * He spent his early years in Egypt 
   * He was baptised in the Jordan (c.f. I Cor. 10: 2) 
   * He spent 40 days in the wilderness 
   * He led His people into the Promised Land of Eternal Life. 
 
Chapter 12  The Lord also brings a charge against Judah (v. 2) 
   The sins committed by Israel are also being committed by Judah. 
 
Chapter 13  In spite of all that has gone before God says:  “I am still the LORD your God… and you 

shall know no God but Me!” (v. 4). Just as Hosea ransomed his wife from prostitution, so 
God will ransom His people from Sheol (v. 14).  Here is a promise of Eternal Life beyond 
the grave.  In I Cor. 15: 54 – 55, Paul quotes the LXX17 version of verse 14. 

   
Chapter 14  A final appeal to God’s people:  Return to the LORD and He will take away all your 

iniquity.  Trust  in the LORD, rather than in Assyria, and He will save you.  Get rid of your 
idols and He will heal your backsliding.   

 
   Verse 9 is reminiscent of Rev. 2: 7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.” 
 

                                                           
 
 
17  LXX is Latin for 70.  It refers to the Greek translation of the Old Testament.  The Latin word for seventy is Septuagint, which is the 

name normally given to this Greek translation. 
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The Minor Prophets  

JUDAH’S  LAST  DAYS 

In 722 BC Salmaneser V of Assyria overthrew the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Samaria was destroyed, and her 
people exiled, scattered throughout the Assyrian Empire (II Kings 17: 6).  People from outlying provinces of the 
empire were settled in Israel’s cities, living alongside the peasants who had been left behind.  These settlers 
began to worship the God of Israel, on the grounds that He inhabited that particular country, and it is always 
wise to keep on good terms with the local deity, whoever he or she might be. 

Israel had already been heavily involved in paganism and idolatry, and these new settlers brought their own 
brands of religion with them.  As a result the religion of the Northern Kingdom became even more syncretistic 
than ever. 

All this took place while Hezekiah was king in Jerusalem.  He was a godly man, who served the Lord, removed 
the High Places from throughout Judah, broke down the Asherah or sacred pillars and broke in pieces the bronze 
serpent, which Moses had erected in the wilderness (Numbers 21: 9;  John 3: 14), but which had become an 
idol.   

Salmaneser V was succeeded as Assyrian Emperor by his son Sargon II.  He also conducted campaigns against 
the various kingdoms of Palestine, and claims to have subjugated Judah, though there is no biblical evidence for 
this18.  However on the death of Sargon, his son Sennacherib spent most of the early years of his reign dealing 
with revolts which were breaking out all over the Empire.  Having dealt with those to the East and the North, he 
turned his attention to Egypt in the far South, and to Judah which lay on the route to Egypt. 

The siege of Jerusalem is recorded in II Kings 18 - 20 and Isaiah 36 – 39, including the miraculous way in 
which God lifted the siege.  Sennacherib returned to Nineveh, where he was murdered by two of his sons.  They 
then fled leaving the throne to a third son Esarhaddon.  He ruled from 680 to 669 BC and was succeeded by his 
son Ashurbanipal (668 – 627 BC). During this reign in 662 BC Thebes19 in Egypt was sacked, but by this time 
revolts were breaking out throughout his vast empire.   

Hezekiah was succeeded by his son Manasseh, an evil king who reintroduced paganism into the land.  He rebuilt 
the High Places, practised divination and even placed an idol in the Temple of Jerusalem.  Tradition says that it 
was during his reign that the prophet Isaiah was martyred. 

In 645 BC the Elamites broke free of Assyria; between 631 and 627 the Medes besieged Nineveh; in 625 the 
Assyrians were driven out of Babylon; in 614 BC Medes and Babylonians united to capture Assur (one of the 
principal cities, after whom the whole land was named); and finally Nineveh fell to the Babylonians as foretold 
by the prophets Nahum and Zephaniah. 

In 609 BC Pharaoh Necho of Egypt marched to the aid of Assyria, but was waylaid by King Josiah of Judah (II 
Kings 23: 28 – 30).  Josiah was killed in this battle, but Necho was delayed and therefore did not arrive in time.  
Assyria was thus finally defeated and ceased to exist.  Her empire was taken over by Babylon. 

During these years of rebellion against Assyria, Babylon was ruled by Nabopolassar, a Chaldean by race.  He 
was succeeded in 605 BC by his son Nebuchadnezzar II (605 – 562 BC (II Kings 24: 1).    It was he who rebuilt 
the city of Babylon turning it into one of the most magnificent cities of all time (Daniel 4: 30). It was at his 
hands that Jerusalem fell and Judah was taken into exile. The prophets, whose lives and ministries we are now 
going to study, all ministered during the last days of Judah. 
 

                                                           
 
 
18  It is always worth remembering that “spin doctors” are not a new phenomenon.  Throughout history records have been written up in 

such a way as to cast the current king or emperor in a good light.  Sometimes secular records give a very one-sided account of the 
events they record. 

19  Thebes is called “No-Amon” in Nahum 3: 8. 
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The Minor Prophets  

NAHUM 
 
Nahum the Elkoshite is a prophet of whom we know very little, not even the location of the town or village of 
Elkosh.  The name Nahum means “comfort” or “consolation”, and is a shortened form of Nehemiah, which 
means “Comfort of the LORD”.  One has to say that there is little of comfort in his message, at least not for the 
people of Nineveh, to whom the bulk of the book is addressed. 
 
Nineveh whose fate is foretold in the book, was destroyed by the Babylonians (in alliance with the Medes) over 
the years from 614 to 609 BC.  Chapter 3: 8 refers to the destruction of Thebes (No-Amon) in Egypt, which had 
already taken place in 663 BC.  Therefore Nahum was obviously preaching some time between these two dates.  
He therefore comes over a century after the 8th Century prophets whom we have just been studying.  He 
exercised his ministry at the beginning of the era which saw Zephaniah (c. 640 BC), Jeremiah (c. 621 – 580 BC) 
and Habakkuk (c. 605 BC) speaking into the life of Judah.  
 
This is the only book of the prophets that does not end with a note of hope for the future.  There are, however, 
within the text a few notes of encouragement for the people of God. 
 

Outline of the Book of Nahum 
1: 1   Title 
1: 2 – 8  An acrostic poem proclaiming the might of the LORD. 
1: 9 – 11  Accusations in the form of a question. 
1: 12 – 15  God is about to destroy Nineveh and set Jerusalem free from her oppression. 
2: 1 – 2  Israel has been overthrown by Nineveh, but God will restore His people 
2: 3 – 13  Poems prophesying the destruction of Nineveh. 
 

1. Title 
Nahum 1: 1 
“The burden against Nineveh”.  The word translated burden is sometimes translated as “oracle”.  The Hebrew 
word massa includes the concept of burden, something which has been imposed on the prophet, and he can but 
speak it out.  Paul expresses the same compulsion in I Corinthians 9:16 “woe is me if I do not preach the 
gospel!” and in II Corinthians 5:14 “For the love of Christ compels us”. 
 
Nahum came 100 years after Jonah.  The revival which hit Nineveh as a result of Jonah’s preaching did not last 
very long.  The judgement which was averted by the repentance of the people of Nineveh in Jonah’s day is now 
about to fall. 
 

2. An Acrostic Poem 
Nahum 1: 2 – 8  
This is a very common form of Hebrew poetry found in the Bible.  A number of the Psalms20 take this form and 
most of the book of Lamentations.  Each verse (or in Nahum’s case each line) begins with a different letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet, of which there are 22.  It is almost impossible to render this into English, without 
producing a very artificial translation.  Within the 8 verses of Nahum 1: 2 – 8 of the English Bible there are 11 
lines of Hebrew poetry, each beginning with a different Hebrew letter, in alphabetical order.  Why Nahum only 
used the first half of the alphabet is unclear.  The theme of these verses is the mighty power of the LORD.  
Verse 5 is reminiscent of Psalm 97: 5 and Micah 1: 4. 
 

                                                           
 
 
20  Psalm 119 is the most classic illustration of this form. 
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2. Accusations in the form of a question. 
Nahum 1: 9 – 11 
The introduction to the book of Nahum says that the entire oracle is about Nineveh.  Nineveh believed that she 
was demonstrating her superior power over the God of Israel and Judah. Nahum asks a similar question to that 
asked by the Psalmist: “Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing?”  (Psalm 2: 1) 
 

3. God is about to destroy Nineveh 
Nahum 1: 12 – 15 
This is bad news for Assyria, but good news for Judah.  Although it was Babylon that was eventually to destroy 
Jerusalem and take the people of Judah into exile, the Assyrians were a constant threat, and the king frequently 
had to pay tribute to Assyria. Verse 15 quotes Isaiah 52: 7 (see also Isaiah 40: 9). 
 

4. God will restore His people Israel 
Nahum 2: 1 - 2 
The Northern Kingdom of Israel had already been overthrown by Assyria when Nahum was bringing his 
prophetic word to Judah.  These verses, however, promise that not only will God overthrown Nineveh, he will 
also “restore the excellence of Jacob (= Israel)”. 
NOTE verse 2 - Israel = The branches of God’s Vine  -  This is a common theme in Scripture. 
 

5. Poems prophesying the destruction of Nineveh. 
Nahum 2: 3 – 13 
These verses are formed of a number of separate poems21 each one describes the power and greatness of 
Nineveh’s army, and then prophesies the completeness of her destruction.  These words came to pass between 
614 and 609 BC.   
 
It is only in the last 160 years that archaeologists have eventually discovered the ruins of Nineveh. In 1820 C. J. 
Rich explored and described the ruins of Nineveh, though his work was not published until 1836 some time after 
his death.  In December 1842 Paul Emil Botta was sent by the French government to explore these ruins.  Botta 
made some amazing discoveries, so that we now know how magnificent was this ancient city and its civilisation. 
For nearly 2,500 years, however, Nineveh was effectively wiped off the face of the earth. 

6. Funeral Dirge for Nineveh 
Nahum 3: 1 - 19 
This final chapter begins “Woe to the bloody city!”22   A traditional funeral dirge would normally begin with the 
words:  “woe to ….”.  Although Assyria was still a major player on the world scene, Nahum sees its final 
destruction.   
 

Verse 9 Lubim    =  almost certainly Libya 
  Put         =  It is not clear to whom this refers.  Put is mentioned several times in Scripture, and 

was somewhere in North East Africa around the area of Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt, 
Libya. 

 Conclusion 
God’s people have always had enemies.  Israel was constantly under assault, and while this was often allowed 
by God as a punishment for her sins, it was also because the enemy has always wanted to destroy God’s chosen 
people.  The same is true of the church.  But all who oppose the people of God and the message of the Gospel 
will go the same way as Nineveh. 
 
                                                           
 
 
21  Verse 13 is a prose conclusion to the poems. 
22  See Ezekiel 24: 6 & 9, where Nahum’s words are applied by a later prophet to the city of Jerusalem. 
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The Minor Prophets  

ZEPHANIAH 

A Long Genealogy 
It is not entirely clear why Zephaniah is given such a long genealogy.  With most prophets we are only given the 
name of their father, and sometimes not even that.  There are two possible reasons: 
a) He is a descendent of Hezekiah.  While this need not be the king of that name, it is possible that the 

reason for giving his genealogy back to the fourth generation, is to indicate that he truly is of royal 
descent. 

b) His immediate father was called Cushi, which is an Ethiopian name.  His genealogy back to the fourth 
generation might well be to prove his genuine Jewish ancestry.  

 

The Context of His Ministry 
Zephaniah lived during the reign of Josiah (640 – 509 BC).  Josiah’s father (Amon) and grand-father 
(Manasseh) had filled Jerusalem with idolatry, paganism and moral corruption (I Kings 21).  Amon had been 
assassinated after only two years on the throne, so that Josiah had come to the throne as a child of 8 (II Chron. 
34: 3).  At 16 he began to seek the LORD, and around 629 BC he set in motion a spiritual renewal and removed 
the idols that had been placed in the Temple (II Chron. 34: 3 – 7). 
 
In 622, during the repair work on the Temple, a copy of the Law of Moses was found, possibly all or part of the 
book which we now know as Deuteronomy.  This discovery was the start of a wide-spread reformation, which 
sadly did not go very deep.  A true revival begins in the hearts of the people.  It cannot be created by decrees 
sent down from the king, even if the king himself is totally sincere. 
 
Zephaniah prophesied the destruction of Assyria, therefore he was obviously writing before the fall of Nineveh 
in 614/612 BC.  He also speaks at length against the idolatry in Jerusalem, so he must have been preaching 
before Josiah’s reforms had begun to rid the land of its idols.  We can therefore assume that he was ministering 
during the first eight years of Josiah’s reign, and that alongside Jeremiah, he was among those who had 
encouraged the young king in his reformation of the religious life of the nation. 

Outline of the Book of Zephaniah 
 
Chapter 1 The Great Day of the Lord 
   vv. 2 – 3  Universal judgement … 
   vv. 4 – 6  … against idolatry 
   vv. 7 – 9  … against the rulers of the land 
   vv. 10 –11  … against dishonest merchants 
   vv. 12 – 13  … against the complacent 
   vv. 14 – 18  The Great Day of the LORD is near. 
 

Chapter 2 A Call to Repentance 
   vv. 1 – 3  A call to conversion 
   vv. 4 – 7  Judgement on the Philistines 
   vv. 8 – 11  Judgement on Moab and Amon 
   v. 12   Woe to the Ethiopians 
   vv. 13 – 15  Woe to Nineveh 
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Chapter 3 Judgement and Restoration 
   vv. 1 – 7  A final warning to Jerusalem 
   vv. 8 – 20  The consequences of true repentance… 
   vv. 8 – 10  … for the nations of the world 
   vv. 11 – 13  … for the Remnant of Israel 
   vv. 14 – 20  Promises for Zion 
     
 

COMMENTARY 

Chapter 1  The Great Day of the LORD 
Zeph. 1: 2 – 3  God has promised never again to destroy the world by a flood (Gen. 9: 9 – 11).  But, 

according to II Peter 3: 5 – 10 the heavens and the earth are being kept in readiness for the 
fire of God's judgement.  God’s Covenant promise to Noah does not allow us to be morally 
complacent.  God wants the whole world to be saved, therefore He is patient.  But the final 
judgement is certain. 

 
 
Zeph. 1: 4 – 6  This judgement is especially going to fall on God’s people.  It is just about possible to 

excuse pagan nations who know no better, if they practise idol worship.  But there is no 
excuse for God’s people.  Judgement will begin at the House of the Lord (I Peter 4: 17).  
Even before Moses was given the Ten Commandments, God’s people knew by instinct (or 
by direct revelation) that idolatry was wrong (Gen. 35: 2 – 4).   There are also other forms 
of idolatry than bowing down before statues of wood or stone (Col. 3: 5).  

 
 
Zeph. 1: 7 – 9  God promises a day of sacrifice (vv. 7 – 8).  For the people of Judah, days of sacrifice were 

often days in which ritual was observed, but without any deeper significance.   The 
sacrifice which God is seeking is that of a broken spirit (Psalm 51: 17).  God calls His 
people to offer themselves as a living sacrifice, before He calls them to the great and final 
sacrifice of judgement.  It is the leaders of the nation who will be first to face that 
judgement. (See Luke 12: 48). 

   See also Romans 6: 13; Romans 12: 1;  I Peter 2: 5. 
 
Zeph. 1: 10 – 11 Commerce is an essential aspect of everyday life.  Unfortunately ever since the Fall, men 

have traded dishonestly, enriching themselves at the expense of others, especially of the 
poor. 

 
Zeph. 1: 12 – 13 To be rich is not, in itself, sinful provided we use our wealth to benefit the work of God’s 

Kingdom (Luke 16: 9).  However, it is still hard for the rich to enter into the Kingdom of 
God (Mark 10: 23 – 24), because the rich are constantly tempted to complacently trust in 
their riches. 

 
Zeph. 1: 14 – 18 The Great Day of the LORD is near. 
   See: Isaiah 13: 6 – 9  Ezekiel 30: 3 
    Joel 1: 15; 2: 1; 2: 11; 3: 14  Amos 5: 18 – 20 
    Obadiah 1: 15   Zechariah 14: 1 
    Malachi 4: 5. 
   The Day of the LORD will be a day of judgement, and nothing will save those who have 

refused to turn from their sins.  
 
   Different translations have in verse 18 “the whole land shall be devoured”  or  “the whole 

earth shall be devoured”.   Both translations are valid, but since in Zeph. 1: 2 – 3, the 
prophet is speaking about a judgement on the whole world, it is the second translation 
which is probably to be preferred. 
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Chapter 2  A Call to Repentance 
Zeph. 2: 1 – 3  The call goes out to the whole nation to repent, even those who have been humbly seeking 

to serve God.  Repentance is still necessary.  
 
Zeph. 2: 4 – 7  Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron and Gath are all Philistine cities, though Zephaniah only 

mentions the first four, as does Amos in Amos 1: 6.  It is possible that either the Assyrians 
had already destroyed Gath, or that Israel had annexed the city.  

 
   “The nation of the Cherethites” (v. 5).  These were a people originally from Crete, who 

had settled alongside the Philistines (I Sam. 30: 14). 
 
   “Canaan, land of the Philistines” (v. 5) is a reminder that although God had given the land 

to Israel, it was the Philistines who gave their name to the land, which has for centuries 
been known as Palestine. 

 
Zeph. 2: 8 – 11 Zephaniah pronounces God’s judgement on Moab and Amon.  Both these nations were 

descended from Lot, who was saved by God from the destruction which fell on Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  Moab and Amon, however, shall suffer the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
because of their pride (v. 10) which manifested itself in their constant desire to enlarge 
their territory at the expense of Israel and Judah. 

 
Zeph. 2: 12  Zephaniah’s father was almost certainly an Ethiopian.  This does not stop the prophet from 

pronouncing God’s judgement on that land.  There was, at that time, a very large Jewish 
community in Ethiopia. 

 
Zeph. 2: 13 – 15 Isaiah had earlier prophesied the rise of Babylon and the overthrow of Assyria.  During 

Zephaniah’s life that process had already begun.  We have seen how the prophecy of 
Nahum against Nineveh was fulfilled, so that nothing was left of that magnificent city, 
which disappeared off the face of the earth, until rediscovered in the 19th Century by 
European archaeologists. 

 

Chapter 3  Judgement and Restoration 
Zeph. 3: 1 – 7  These verses are a final warning to Jerusalem.  Repent and turn back to God or else! 
    Her leaders are using their authority to oppress the poor 
    They are like roaring lions (v. 3 – see I Peter 5: 8) 
    They are like wolves prowling in the night. 
    Even the prophets and priests are unfaithful and tell lies. 
  
Zeph. 3: 8 – 10 God’s judgement is always with a view to restoration.  This is true for the nations of the 

world, as well as for God’s chosen people, Israel.   God will reverse the curse of Babel (v. 
9) so that in unity all the peoples of the world may worship the LORD. 

 
Zeph. 3:  11 – 13 For the Remnant of Israel there is also promise of restoration.  Those who retain their pride 

and arrogance will be removed from amongst God’s people;  only the humble will remain.  
They alone will be God’s Chosen People – the Righteous Remnant – a theme which is 
found throughout the Old Testament prophets. 

 
Zeph. 3: 14 – 20 The final promises of this book are for Zion, the City of God.  After the exile, which is 

certainly coming, God will restore Jerusalem.  He will gather her purified people once 
more within her walls, and the whole world will see and know that it is the LORD who has 
done this great thing.   
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The Minor Prophets  

HABAKKUK 

Historical Context 
Habakkuk’s ministry took place during the days when Babylon had risen to power, overthrown the Assyrian 
Empire, and was beginning to extend its powers Westwards, towards Egypt the other major power of that day.  
Judah was situated half way between these two great powers, so that both Egypt and Babylon wanted to control 
the tiny kingdom. 

1. A Dialogue between the Prophet and God 
Chapters 1 – 2 
These two chapters take the form of a dialogue between the prophet and God. 
 
Hab. 1: 2 – 4  Jerusalem is filled with violence, political intrigue and injustice.  The prophet challenges 

God as to why He doesn’t do something about it. 
 
Hab. 1 : 5 – 11 God’s answer is totally unexpected.  It is God who has caused the rise to power of the 

Chaldean Empire of Babylon.  It is God who is about to send Babylon against Jerusalem, 
and will use Babylon to punish the people of Judah. 

 
Hab. 1: 12 – 17 The prophet finds it extremely difficult to come to terms with God’s answer.  He 

recognises the evil of Judah, but in his eyes the people of Babylon are far worse.  They are 
far more violent,  they are far less righteous, and after every victory they arrogantly rejoice 
in their own prowess.  Since God’s eyes are too pure as to behold evil (v. 13), how can He 
possibly make use of Babylon? 

 
Hab. 2: 1  God is silent.  There is no immediate response.  But Habakkuk does not accept God’s 

silence.  He stands guard on his watch-tower, and waits upon God until he gets an answer.  
What is true for Habakkuk is also true for us.  We do not always receive an immediate 
answer to our prayers.  This is why Jesus taught us to pray without ceasing and to never 
give up (Luke 18: 1 – 8). 

 
Hab. 2: 2 – 4  Eventually the answer comes.   
   There are two ways of translating verse 2: 
   a) Write down the revelation which you are about to receive on a huge placard, so that 

even someone running past cannot fail to be able to read it and understand its 
message. 

   b) Write the revelation on a tablet and give it to a runner, who will go throughout the 
nation sharing the message with everyone he meets. 

   The basic message is the same.  That which God is about to reveal to Habakkuk must be 
shared with everyone. 

 
Hab. 2: 4  “The just will live by faith” 
   The one who puts his trust in God is righteous.  The very act of trusting God in a difficult 

situation which you do not understand, is an act of faith.  That is the kind of faith which 
gives life.  It has little or nothing to do with intellectual understanding. 

   This verse is quoted three times in the New Testament:  Romans 1: 16 – 17;  Galatians 3: 
10 – 11;  Hebrews 10: 35 - 39 

 
Hab. 2: 5 – 20 God is the Creator of every single nation.  He uses every nation in the world to fulfil His 

purposes.  He is about to use Babylon to bring His judgement upon Judah.  But once He 
has done so, He will then turn His attention to Babylon.  God knows the sins of Babylon, 
their pride and arrogance.  He is perfectly capable of using them in spite of their sins.  But 
that does not mean that Babylon remains outside of the law.  Divine judgement will also 
fall on Babylon. 
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   God gives five reasons for judging Babylon: 
   vv. 2 - 8 They accumulate wealth which does not belong to them 
   vv. 9 – 11 They are dishonest 
   vv. 12 – 14 They are violent 
   vv. 15 – 17 They get their neighbours drunk 
   vv. 18 – 20 They worship idols. 
 

2. A Song of Confidence in God 
Chapter 3   
The third chapter of Habakkuk is a prayer which ends in a glorious declaration of confidence in God. 
 
Hab 3: 2  a) “I have heard your speech and was afraid”.   
    The natural response to God’s revelation is fear.  To stand in the presence of God 

and hear His voice reminds us of our sins and our weakness in His sight  (cf. Isaiah 
6: 5). 

    God’s Word comes like a hammer (Jeremiah 23: 29); a fire (Jeremiah 23: 29; 5: 
14); and a sword (Hebrews 4: 12). 

    See also Hab. 3: 16;  Psalm 33: 8;  Hebrews 12: 29. 
 
   b) “Revive your work in the midst of the years” 
    i. It is God’s work which is important not ours! 
    ii. “In the midst of the years” = beqereb shanim (Hebrew) 
     This means “Do it now!” – There is a sense of urgency in the prophet’s 

prayer. 
 
    c) “In wrath remember mercy” 
    Men often cry out for justice (Rev. 6: 10 for example).  If, however, God gave us 

justice, we would be utterly condemned (see Psalm 130: 3).  God is a God of justice 
and righteousness, but praise His Name, He is also a God of mercy. 

  
Hab 3: 3 – 16  Manifestations of God’s Glory 
   These verses recall significant moments when God has intervened on behalf of His people 
 
Hab 3: 3   “The Holy One from Mount Paran” = Deut. 33: 1 – 2 
   God came and spoke to Moses, surrounded by an army of angels of fire. 
 
Hab 3: 6  “He stood and measured the earth” = Job 38: 5 
   God has not only measured the earth, but also the entire Universe, which He did with the 

span of His hand (Isaiah 40: 12) 
 
Hab. 3: 7  “The land of Midian trembled” = Judges 6 – Gideon. 
 
Hab. 3: 11  “The sun and moon stood still” = Joshua 10. 
 
Hab. 3: 15  “You walked through the sea with your horses” 
   See Psalm 77: 20 and the story of the Exodus. 
 
Hab. 3: 16  Habakkuk meditates on all these manifestations of God’s glory and power.  What God has 

done in the past, He can do today. 
 
Hab. 3: 17 – 18 This is one of the most fantastic hymns of praise in the Bible.  In our prayers we ask God 

to heal the sick, to revive the Church, to prosper the people of God, to show His power in 
the world.  But even if there is no obvious answer to our prayers, and none of these things 
happen, yet we will still praise the Lord and glory in His Name. 

   c.f. Daniel 3: 16 – 18   Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego. 
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Hab. 3: 19  The LORD is my strength 
   a) We can have confidence in God, because He alone is our strength. 
    See:  Exodus 15: 2;  II Samuel 22: 1 – 3;  Nehemiah 8: 10 
    There is power in praise. 
 
b)    “He makes me walk on my high places” 
    God makes our feet sure and firm, so that we can stand even when things are going 

wrong all around us.  (Eph. 6: 13) 
    There are two possible aspects to the expression “my high hills”: 
    i. In the OT high places were often places of pagan worship (Deut. 33: 29).  

God enables us to trample these under our feet (Luke 10: 19;  Romans 16: 
20) 

    ii. There are also mountain tops where God reveals his Glory.  He enables us 
not only to visit these places, but to stand firm upon the experiences which 
we receive there. 

 

The Minor Prophets  

OBADIAH 
 
This is the shortest book in the Old Testament and is entirely concerned with God’s judgement on Edom.  
Nothing whatsoever is known about the man, whose prophetic utterances are found in this book. 
 
The Babylonian Targum23 claims that the Obadiah in question was also the Steward of Ahab (I Kings 18: 3 – 
16) whose widow came to Elisha for help (II Kings 4: 1 – 7).  This is possible, but is most unlikely.  Although 
the Bible does not give a date for the book, it was almost certainly written around 586 BC at the time of the fall 
of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
The Land of Edom 

Edom is to the far South of the Dead Sea.  The Edomites controlled the valley which drops down to the Dead 
Sea from the South, and the major trade route which came North from Egypt. 
 
Obadiah v. 3 describes the Edomites as dwelling in the clefts of the rock.  For centuries no one understood what 
this meant and it was assumed to be “yet another error in the Bible”.  Then in 1812 European explorers 
discovered the hidden city of Petra.  The ruins which are to be found there today were built by the Nabataeans 
who settled there in about 300 BC, but it is almost certainly here that the Edomites had an important city, and 
which is referred to by Obadiah. 
 
Edom and Israel 

The Edomites are descendants of  Esau (Genesis 25: 30).  Just as Esau and Jacob struggled in their mother’s 
womb (Genesis 25: 22), and continued to struggle throughout most of their life, so their descendants  Edom and 
Israel fought bitterly against one another. 
 

                                                           
 
 
23  The word Targum indicates a translation of the Hebrew OT into Aramaic.  These translations were mostly paraphrases, rather than 

straight translations, and very often contained commentary on the text.  They came into being during the exile, when the religious 
life of the people of Israel centred on the synagogue, rather than the temple. From the time of the exile onwards Judaism had two 
main centres – one in Babylon the other in Palestine.  As far as we can discern the material for the Targum began in Palestine, after 
the exile, but was transmitted to Babylon, where it became fixed in form and achieved semi-official status.  In Palestine the Targum 
remained much more fluid, and was accorded less authority. 
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Genesis 27: 39 – 40 
Isaac’s death-bed blessing over Esau prophesied that he would serve his brother, but would eventually rebel 
against him. 
 
Numbers 20: 14 – 21 
Edom refused to allow Israel to follow the major trade route that passed through their territory.  The Edomites 
came against Israel in force, and obliged Moses to take an alternative route. 
 
II Samuel 8: 14 
David conquered Edom (I Chronicles 18: 12 – 13) and slaughtered vast numbers of their men (I Kings 11: 15).  
He forced them to pay tribute to him and established army garrisons throughout their land. 
 
I Kings 11: 14 – 25 
During Solomon’s reign, Hadad (a descendant of the king of Edom) gathered together a rebel army and 
constantly harassed Solomon. 
 
II Kings 3: 1 – 27 
In the days of the prophet Elisha Moab rebelled against Israel.  Israel and Judah united to attack Moab.  On the 
advice of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, they go by way of Edom and obtain the help and support of the king of 
Edom in the battle against Moab. 
 
II Kings 8: 20 – 22 
Edom again rebelled against Jeroboam during the days of Jehoram (a.k.a. Joram) son of Jehoshaphat.  Although 
Judah never lost the upper hand, there were constant battles between the two. 
 
II Kings 4: 7;  II Chronicles 25: 5 – 16 
Amaziah, the son of Joash, king of Judah, also had to put down an Edomite rebellion.  He did this with great 
cruelty.  However, having overthrown Edom, he then willingly submitted himself to serve the gods of Edom. 
 
II Chronicles 20: 1 – 30 
In the days of Jehoshaphat, Ammon and Moab united with Edom (the men of Mount Seir) to attack Jerusalem.  
God Himself fought against this triple alliance and overcame them. 
 
Several Prophets spoke against Edom 

Jeremiah 49: 7 – 22;  Ezekiel 25: 12 – 14; 35: 1 – 15;  Amos 1: 11 – 12; 9: 12;  Joel 3: 19; 4: 19;  Malachi 1: 1 
- 5 
 
Edom’s Final Sin 

An impartial observer may feel that most of the time it was Edom that came off worse in the exchanges between 
the two nations.  One might even forgive the people of Edom for gloating over Jerusalem’s fall.  It was, 
however, this latter crime for which Edom is condemned by the prophet Obadiah (vv. 12 – 14). 
 
As Jerusalem was being besieged by Nebuchadnezzar, Edom refused to come to her aid, and instead cut off any 
possible escape route for people who found their way out of the besieged city. Then when Jerusalem finally fell, 
Edom joined in the pillaging and looting. 
 
vv. 15 – 16 
The judgement of God on Edom is to receive the same treatment which has been meted out to Jerusalem.  Very 
shortly after destroying Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar turned on Edom, which was overthrown never to be 
restored. 
 
Remnants of Edom moved into the southern parts of Judah and settled there.  They came to be known as 
Idumeans. They were conquered by the Maccabees and incorporated into the kingdom of Judah.  Herod the 
Great was an Idumean. 
 
God’s Final Word to Edom 

“The Kingdom belongs to the LORD”  
Obadiah  v. 21 
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The Minor Prophets  

HAGGAI 
Historical Context 

In 539 BC  Cyrus the Persian emperor, having conquered Babylon, issued an edict permitting all the exiles to 
return to their home cities.  This event was prophesied by Isaiah (Isaiah 45: 1 - 13) and is recorded in Ezra 1: 1 - 
4.  The first exiles to return to Jerusalem in 538 BC did so under the leadership of Zerubbabel (whom Cyrus 
appointed as Governor) and Joshua the High Priest (Ezra 2: 1 – 2). 
 
Their first action on arriving in Jerusalem was to rebuild the altar on the site of the temple which had been 
burned to the ground by Nebuchadnezzar  (Ezra 3: 1 – 7). Two years later  (536 BC) work began on rebuilding 
the temple, but very quickly ground to a halt, thanks to opposition from the peoples who had settled in the land 
during the exile (the Samaritans). 
 
Haggai the Prophet 

His prophetic ministry, as recorded in the book of Haggai, took place between August and December 520 BC.  
We know nothing of his past and nothing of what happened to him afterwards.  If he was used of God to bring 
other prophetic messages, the Bible remains totally silent. 
 
Haggai’s Five Prophetic Words 

Haggai only brought five prophetic words to the people of Judea (as the territory around Jerusalem came to be 
known), and one of these consists of only three words in the Hebrew.  The value of a prophetic word is not how 
long it is, or even how profound it may seem to those who hear it.  The value is in being a word spoken directly 
by God, through the prophet, to His people.  The five messages are found in the following passages of scripture: 
 
1. Haggai  1: 2 – 11  29th August 520 BC 
2. Haggai  1: 12 – 15  21st September 520 BC 
3. Haggai  2: 1 – 9  17th October 520 BC 
4. Haggai  2: 10 – 19  18th December 520 BC 
5. Haggai  2: 20 – 23  later the same day. 
 
Introduction to the Book of Haggai 

Haggai 1: 1   
a) Darius the King = Darius I who reigned 522 – 486 BC 
  
b) Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel was descended from Jehoiachin, who was of the line of David.  Jehoiachin 

(a.k.a. Jeconiah) was one of the last kings of Judah, exiled by the Babylonians in 598 BC (at the same 
time as Ezekiel).  In exile the young king married and he and his wife had a large family, including eight 
sons, two of whom were Shealtiel, and Pedaiah.   According to I Chron. 3: 17 – 19, Zerubbabel was the 
son of Pedaiah, and not Shealtiel.  It is, however, possible that Pedaiah had died young and Zerubbabel 
had been adopted and brought up by his uncle. 

 
First Prophecy 

Haggai 1: 2 - 11 
The date given in the text corresponds with 29th August 520 BC in our calendar.  The exiles returned to 
Jerusalem in 538 BC with permission from Cyrus to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1: 3).  They had immediately 
rebuilt the altar and began to offer sacrifices there. 
 
Two years later (536 BC) they laid the foundations of a new temple.  Most people rejoiced to see the 
foundations completed (Ezra 3: 8 – 13) but there were those, especially among the older Priests and Levites who 
had known the temple of Solomon,  or perhaps had heard their parents speak about it.  They were extremely 
discouraged when they saw how small the foundations were compared to the grandeur of Solomon’s temple 
(Ezra 3: 12). 
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They were also discouraged by the local population and the work stopped.  Cambyses (530 – 522 BC), who 
came to the throne on the death of Cyrus, did not encourage the construction of fortified cities and temples in the 
various parts of his empire, unless they were firmly under his control. 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fourteen years after having laid the foundations of the new temple, no further progress had been made.  
Everyone had been concentrating on building their own homes, and so had neglected the House of God.  At the 
same time there had been a series of bad harvests, leading to economic difficulties for the fledgling nation.  The 
exiles, having returned to Jerusalem with high hopes, were not enjoying the prosperity which had been promised 
by the prophets. 
 
Haggai explains the reason for their lack of prosperity.  They had sought first the things of this world and not 
those of the Kingdom of God.  Haggai’s message could be summed up using the words of Jesus: “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be yours as well”  Matthew 6: 33. 
 
 Second Prophecy 

Haggai 1: 12 - 15 
a) This prophecy was given on 21st September 520 BC, three weeks after the first.  Zerubbabel and Joshua 

as well as the entire population of Judea had received the Word of the LORD declared by Haggai, 
recognised their sin, and declared themselves ready to begin once again the construction of the temple. 

 
b) The message this time is extremely simple: “I am with you, says the LORD” 
 God is not just a God of judgement, breathing fire and brimstone on sinners.  He is also a God of 

Encouragement “The God of all comfort” II Cor. 1: 3 – 4. 
 
c) The message which God gave to the prophet was neither long nor particular profound.  In the original 

Hebrew it consists of three words:    ‘amar  ne’um  YHWH 
 Nevertheless God not only considered the word to be of sufficient importance as to give it to His prophet 

Haggai, He also ensured that it was preserved for all time in the pages of Scripture.  Never despise the 
“day of small things” (Zechariah 4: 10.) 

 
d) As a result of the first prophetic word spoken by Haggai the people had come before God in worship (v. 

12) .  As a consequence of the second message, they set to work on the temple (v. 14) 
 
Third Prophecy 

Haggai 2: 1 - 9 
Almost a month has passed since the last prophetic word spoken by Haggai.  It is now 17th October 520 BC. 
 
Hag. 2: 3  The new temple is now under construction, but it is very small compared with the 

magnificent edifice built in Solomon’s time.   Most of those to whom the prophet was 
speaking would have been born in exile, and had therefore never seen the original temple.  
But it is possible that a few of the oldest people remembered it vaguely from their 
childhood.  Others would have heard their parents speak of it.  Many were already 
beginning to despise the new construction. 

 
 
Hag. 2: 4  Zerubbabel is encouraged to be strong in the face of opposition from the Samaritans, and 

from those of his own people who were looking down on the work that was being 
undertaken.  God is with you, says the prophet.  If God is for us, then no one stand against 
us (Romans 8: 31). 

 

After having exiled the people of Judah, the Babylonians transported into Palestine peoples 
from other parts of their empire.  These married with the poor and the peasantry who had been 
left behind.  This mixed race began to worship the God of Israel and to use the Books of Moses 
as their own holy book.  This came to be known as the Samaritan Pentateuch.  Their religion 
was far from pure Judaism, being mixed with ideas taken from other religions.  When the exiles 
returned from Babylon, having kept their faith pure, they were not willing to compromise with 
the “Samaritans”.   This is the origin of the bad relations between Jews and Samaritans which 
we meet in the Gospels. 
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Hag. 2: 5  When God led His people out of Egypt, He made a Covenant with them – a Covenant that 

will never be broken by God.  The Christian has also entered into an unbreakable Covenant 
relationship with God.  His promise is sure at all times. 

 
Hag. 2: 6  This scripture is quoted in Hebrews 12: 18 – 20.  The whole world may be shaken, but the 

Kingdom of God is unshakeable.  The specific tense used in the Hebrew, indicates that 
God is about to instigate a whole series of shakings. 

 
Hag. 2: 7  “They shall come to the Desire of All Nations” (AV & NKJV) is better translated as “the 

treasures of all the nations shall come” as in RSV & GNB24.  What God is promising here 
is not the coming of the Messiah to the temple which was under construction but that the 
day will come when the Gentile nations will bring their riches in order to build a glorious 
temple to the LORD.  Hence verse 8 which follows naturally from this translation:  “The 
silver is Mine and the gold is Mine” says the LORD. 

 
Hag. 2: 9  This promise has never been fulfilled literally.  The temple built by the returning exiles 

(usually called “The Second Temple”) was never more than a simple structure, that 
adequately served its purpose and enabled His people to meet with God, but was certainly 
not more glorious that that of Solomon.  The third temple, built by Herod the Great was 
certainly a magnificent structure (see Mark 13: 1) but this was built as much to the glory of 
Herod himself, as to the glory of God.  He was certainly moved by political rather than 
religious motives in building it.  (Jews do not normally see Herod’s Temple as “the third 
Temple”, but simply a renovation of the Second Temple.) 

 
   Jesus, the Son of God, certainly appeared several times in the temple of Jerusalem, but it 

was not there that His glory was revealed to His disciples (see Matthew 16: 28 – 17: 9;  
John 12: 32 – 33). 

   
   At the present time, God is in the process of building a temple, whose foundation is Jesus 

Himself (Eph. 2: 21).  It is a temple built not with bricks, wood and gold, but with the 
living stones of those who have handed over their lives to Jesus (I Peter 2: 4 – 5;  I Cor. 3: 
16). 

 
Fourth Prophecy 

Haggai 2: 10 - 19 
Two months have passed since the last word spoken by Haggai.  It is 18th December 520 BC 
 
a) This prophecy begins with a question to the Priests about ritual purity.  They answer by confirming that 

things which are impure can corrupt things which are pure, whereas the contrary is not true.  That which 
is pure does not make the impure clean, simply by touching it.  The same is true on a spiritual level.  “A 
little leaven leavens the whole lump"  I Cor. 5: 6;  Gal. 5: 9).  Sin must be uprooted from among God’s 
people, otherwise it will damage the whole church. 

 
b) God now reminds His people that while they were all building their own houses and looking after their 

own interests, not only was the House of God being neglected, but they were also experiencing economic 
difficulties – this, says Haggai, was the judgement of God on their life style.  (c.f. Haggai 1: 6) 

 
c) The prophet has to face the honest facts that prosperity did not immediately follow the moment they 

began to seek first God’s Kingdom.  But God does make a promise – by the time of the next harvest they 
will see the difference.  Obedience to God’s Word does bring blessing. 

 
 

                                                           
 
 
24  All my different French translations take the same line in translating this verse. See also NIV. 
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Fifth Prophecy 

Haggai 2: 20 - 23 
This final prophecy comes later the same day as the previous Word which the prophet had received.  It is 
addressed to Zerubbabel the Governor. 
 
a) Zerubbabel was a direct descendent of King David.  The promises of this verse therefore apply not only 

to Zerubbabel himself, but to the whole line of David.  They are not promises for the immediate, but will 
come to pass “in that day” (v. 23).  This is an expression which is very often used in Old Testament 
prophecy to indicate a more distant future, frequently it refers to the end times, or to the coming of the 
Messiah. 

 
b) The seal (v. 23) in the ancient world was a very personal object, which was usually carried on the person 

– either as a ring on the finger (c.f. Jeremiah 22: 24) or on a chain around the neck.  It was used to seal 
letters and documents as a guarantee of authenticity.  The Messiah who is descended from Zerubbabel 
(Matthew 1: 12 – 13; Luke 3: 27) will be like a signet ring on God’s finger to guarantee the salvation of 
all who trust in Him.  In the last days God will seal His faithful servants (Rev. 7: 3 – 8).  In the 
meanwhile we receive the seal of the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of our acceptance by God (II Cor. 1: 22;  
Eph. 1: 13; Eph. 4: 30). 

 

The Minor Prophets  

ZECHARIAH 
 
1. Authorship and Date 

The first wave of exiles returned to the ruins of Jerusalem in 538 BC.  Two prophets Haggai and Zechariah both 
came on the scene in 520 BC, encouraging the returned exiles to complete the work of building the temple, a 
work which had begun with great enthusiasm, but which had lapsed.  Haggai spoke only five words of 
prophecy, which all came within a period of five months in the year 520 BC.  Zechariah’s ministry continued 
over many years.  The theme of the first few chapters of Zechariah are simply that the hands that laid the 
foundation stone of the new temple, will be same hands that finish the work (Zech. 4: 9). 
 
A number of critical scholars25 argue that although chapters 1 – 8 were written by a 6th Century prophet, 
chapters 9 – 14 were written much later, almost certainly after the time when Alexander the Great had 
conquered most of the known world, and established Greek culture throughout his empire. 
 
It is perfectly clear that chapters 1 – 8 fit together perfectly and are set during the years 520 to 516 BC when the 
temple was being rebuilt from the ruins.  However when we turn to chapter 9, we do enter a different world.  
There no references to the building of the temple, but there are references to Damascus26, Assyria27, Egypt28 and 
Greece29 – none of which were causing the slightest inconvenience to the people of Judea during the time when 
the temple was being rebuilt.  These chapters are filled with references to war and even of imminent danger to 
Jerusalem, as the judgement of God threatens to fall upon that city once again.  They must therefore have been 
written many years later, towards the end of the Prophet’s life. 

                                                           
 
 
25  George W. Anderson  A Critical Introduction to the Old Testament (Duckworth, London 1964);  R. H. Kennet Zechariah – Peake’s 

Commentary on the Bible (Nelson, London 1919);  G. A. Smith The Book of the Twelve Prophets (The Expositors Bible) 
26  Zechariah 9: 1 
27  Zechariah 10: 10 – 11 
28  Zechariah 10: 10 – 11; 14: 18 – 19. 
29  Zechariah 9: 13 
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2. A Brief Summary of the Book of Zechariah 

Chapters 1 – 6 
Eight visions in which God shows how He is working out His eternal purposes for Jerusalem and the people of 
Judea.  He is equipping His people to fulfil the role to which He has called them.  At the end of chapter six is a 
prophetic word which does not come in the form of a vision, but which speaks both of Joshua the High Priest 
and of the coming Messiah. 
 
Chapters 7 – 8 
These chapters begin with a question about fasting and go on to spell out, in everyday terms, the quality of life 
which God expects of His people.  God promises abundant blessings for those who obey His Word. 
 
Chapters 9 – 14 
These chapters are dominated by struggle and tension.  AT first the battle is local and God’s people triumph.  
Later we hear of the rejection of the “Good Shepherd” (Chapter 11);  mourning (chapter 12) and the death of 
the “Good Shepherd” (chapter 13).  The forces of evil gain control, Jerusalem is captured and evil triumphs over 
good.  It is only when all seems lost that God finally intervenes to establish His Kingdom over all the earth.  
These final six chapters are frequently quoted in the Gospel as containing references to Jesus, while the imagery 
is widely repeated in the Book of Revelation. 
 
3. The Eight Visions and a Prophetic Word 

The first six chapters are made up of eight visions plus a prophetic word about Joshua the High Priest. 

 a) The First Vision 
 Zechariah 1: 7 - 17 
 A patrol of the whole earth reports.  The earth is at rest.  The Hebrew word used is not shalom by shaqat 

which means idleness.  It is the rest which results from appeasement and apathy to the evil which has 
befallen the world. 

b) The Second Vision 
 Zechariah 1: 18 – 21 
 The nations meet retribution.  Four horns, representing the rampaging bulls of Assyria and Babylon, are 

followed by four smiths or craftsmen, representing another world power (Persia) which has come along 
to destroy the four horns.  Behind all world powers there is one supreme power, that of Almighty God.  It 
was He who raised up Assyria and Babylon to punish Israel and Judah, and who has now raised up Persia 
to overthrow Babylon. 

c) The Third Vision 
 Zechariah 2: 1 - 13 
 Jerusalem has divine protection.  Human reasoning declares that the walls must be built as a protection 

from the Samaritans before work begins on the temple.  A young man (one with limited experience of the 
workings of God’s supernatural power) is seen measuring out the dimensions of the city walls.  God 
gives the prophet a much bigger picture – that of a city without walls, in which everyone would be free to 
come and go.  God Himself will be a wall of fire around the city30. 

d) The Fourth Vision 
 Zechariah 3: 1 – 10 
 With the destruction of the temple in 587 BC it was impossible to offer sacrifices, and therefore the 

priests became redundant.  In exile the synagogue, led by the Rabbis, became the centre of religious life.  
The time has come to restore the priesthood.  Satan, the accuser of the brethren31, is himself rebuked by 
God.  Joshua the High Priest has his filthy rags taken from him, and new clothes given to him.  This 
reminds us of our need to have the filthy rags of our old nature removed, so that we can be clothed with 
the new nature of Christ32. God reminds Satan that although the fire of judgement has burned against the 

                                                           
 
 
30  C.f. II Kings 6: 15 – 17. 
31  Revelation 12: 10 
32  Ephesians 4: 22 – 24;  Colossians 3: 8 – 10. 
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entire nation, the line of High Priests was snatched from the blaze and kept safe.  The verses contain the 
first references to “The Branch” who is referred to again in chapter 6. 

e) The Fifth Vision 
 Zechariah 4: 1 – 14 
 God’s people are led by two anointed men – Joshua and Zerubbabel.  Joshua was the High Priest and 

spiritual leader; Zerubbabel, the grandson of King Jehoiachin and therefore the rightful ruler of God’s 
people, only had the title of Governor.  These anointed men are portrayed as two olive trees standing on 
either side of the golden lamp stand.  God’s people will only prosper as they are led by men of God with 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon their lives.  The building of God’s house will not come by political 
might or armed force, but by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

f) The Sixth Vision 
 Zechariah 5: 1 – 4 
 Zechariah sees an enormous scroll (10 metres x 5 metres), like a huge flying bill board which no one 

could miss.  It is unrolled and flying about all over the land, so that no one can claim not to have seen 
it33.  God’s Word not only contains promises of blessing on all who live by that Word, it also contains 
curses that will fall on those who reject it34. 

 

g) The Seventh Vision 
 Zechariah 5: 5 – 11 
 Jerusalem is purified of evil.  The prophet sees a huge basket35, inside of which, under a very heavy lid, 

is a woman – the personification of wickedness.  This is almost certainly the same woman who is 
depicted in Revelation 17: 1- 6, where she is said to represent “Babylon the Great, mother of harlots and 
of earth’s abominations”.  She is carried away to Babylon (the land of Shinar), but is battling to get out 
of the barrel.   The angel is involved in a battle against evil and wickedness in the world.  Just as it was 
by God’s grace that Joshua was stripped of his filthy rags, so it is by the power of the Lord that evil is 
removed from the land. 

 

h) The Eighth Vision 
 Zechariah 6: 1 – 8 
 Four chariots appear, having come from the presence of the LORD. The chariots appear between two 

mountains of bronze36 (the strongest material available to man at that time).  No significance is given to 
the different colours of the horses (there is even some confusion as to the exact meaning of the Hebrew).  
The colours are similar, but not identical, to those of the horses in chapter 1.  One suggestion is that in 
chapter 1 the horses are seen against the light of the setting sun – it is the end of an era.  In chapter 6 they 
are seen in the light of the rising sun – a new era is dawning.  The chariots cannot leave until God tells 
them to go.  When they return from the north – the direction from which trouble was expected, they 
report that God has got everything in hand. There is no need to fear. 

 
 

                                                           
 
 
33  Compare the command given by God to Habakkuk to write the vision so that everyone can read it – Hab. 2: 2. 
34  Deuteronomy 11: 18 – 29;  27: 11 – 26;  28: 1 – 6;  Isaiah 55: 11;  Amos 5: 18 – 19;  Hebrews 4: 12. 
35  The Hebrew word used is ephah a large container used for measuring out grain.  An ephah is the equivalent of about 22 litres. 
36  In Jeremiah 1: 18 – 19 God promises to build a wall of bronze around His people in order to protect them. 
 
 



40 
 
 
 

j) The Man called “The Branch” 
Zechariah 6: 9 - 15 
i. These verses refer immediately to the coronation of Joshua as High Priest, using a crown made from gold 

brought by a second wave of returning exiles37.  But the full significance of these verses can only be seen 
in the light of the coming of the Messiah.   

 
ii. In Isaiah 4: 2 – 6 the coming of “The Branch” will mean cleansing and holiness for the people of God. 
 Isaiah 11: 1 – 9 speaks of the destruction of the Davidic Kingship, but afterwards a branch will grow out 

of the seemingly dead stump.  He will bring in a reign of peace and prosperity for God’s people. 
 Jeremiah 23: 5 tell us that God will raise up a righteous Branch from the House of David, who will rule 

wisely and with justice (see also Jeremiah 33: 14 – 16). 
 
iii. In the Old Testament there was often rivalry between King and High Priest.  “The Branch” will combine 

both powers within Himself, so that all rivalry will cease. 
 
4. A Question of Fasting 

Zechariah chapters 7 & 8 
 
a) These chapters begin with a question about fasting, which is not answered until Zech. 8: 18 – 19.  All 

four fasts referred to in this passage were ones that had developed during the time in exile, and were in 
mourning for the destruction of Jerusalem. 

 i. The fast of the 4th month commemorated the day that the city wall was breached; 
 ii. That of the 5th month was to mourn the destruction of the Temple;  
 iii. During the 7th month they fasted in memory of the murder of Gedaliah (II Kings 25: 25) 
 iv. Finally in the 10th month, a fast was a reminder of the beginning of the siege of Jerusalem by 

Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
b) Before answering the question about fasting, God challenges the sincerity of the fasts that were taking 

place.  Religion in exile had largely abandoned pagan idolatry, but had become very formal and empty of 
meaning. 

 
c) Fasting which is not exclusively to the glory of God and which does not lead to a life of justice and 

mercy is of no avail. 
 
d) God, however, is now doing a new thing and restoring the fortunes of His people.  Therefore the fasts 

that had developed in exile were to become instead celebrations of restoration. 
 
e) When God’s people get themselves right with God, the world will beat a path to their door, seeking 

salvation.    
 
5. The Coming of the Shepherd King 

Zechariah chapters 9 – 14 
There are no dates given for the visions recorded in these chapters.  They are almost certainly, as with other 
prophetic books, a collection of visions and prophecies received over a life-time of ministry.  Although I have 
given a title to this section, which is appropriate to many, if not most, of the visions, there are visions within the 
section that do not strictly fit under the heading which I have chosen. 
 
The themes which are spoken about in chapters 9 to 11 recur in chapters 12 to 14 but with much greater 
intensity.  The language is apocalyptic, the expression “on that day” occurring 16 times in the final three 
chapters. This expression almost always refers to the final day of history which Jesus returns as King of kings 
and Lord of lords to judge the nations.   

                                                           
 
 
37  The exiles did not all return to Jerusalem immediately.  There were several major waves of exiles, including the one which came 

with Ezra and which is recorded in Ezra chapters 7 & 8.  There were almost certainly smaller groups arriving from time to time, 
especially as things began to settle down within the Persian Empire, and as things become more stable in Jerusalem. 
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a) The Triumphant Intervention of the LORD 
 Zechariah 9: 1 – 8 
 God has His eyes on all the nations of the world, not just on the Jews.  All their pagan neighbours will 

come under the authority and judgement of God, who is now keeping watch over Jerusalem. 
 

b) The Arrival of the King 
 Zechariah 9: 9 – 17 
 These words were fulfilled with the coming of Jesus, when He entered Jerusalem on a donkey (Matthew 

21: 1 – 11). 
 

c) Rebuke for False Leaders 
 Zechariah 10: 1 – 3 
 God promises material prosperity in response to the people’s prayers. Israel has two rainy seasons, the 

former rains come towards the end of December and the beginning of January, to prepare for the sowing 
of seed.  The latter rains come in Spring (March/April) at about the time of the barley and flax harvest.  
Both are essential for good crops.   At the time of this vision some of the leaders are starting once again 
to turn people away from the living God towards the false gods of the past38. 

d) Jubilation and Restoration 
 Zechariah 10: 4  –  11: 3 
 Jesus is  i. the cornerstone (I Peter 2: 6 – 7) 
   ii. the tent peg (Isaiah 22: 23 – 25) 
   iii. the battle bow (Revelation 6: 2) 
   iv. the one who will rule over every other ruler (Revelation 19: 16). 

e) The Shepherd 
 Zechariah 11: 4 – 17 
 i. God gives His people one last chance by sending a Good Shepherd (vv. 4 – 5) 
 ii. The Good Shepherd is rejected and sold for thirty pieces of silver (vv. 6 – 14) 
 iii. The Good Shepherd is then replaced by a worthless shepherd (vv. 15 – 17). 

f) The Final Intervention of God 
 Zechariah 12: 1 – 9 
 The false shepherd creates a situation in Jerusalem which causes the whole world to turn against the 

people of God.  God, however, will intervene in that battle to save His people and restore the House of 
David. 

g) Mourning of “The Pierced One” 
 Zechariah 12: 10  –  14 
 Verse 10 is quoted in John 19: 37.  Even before Jesus came into the world, the fact that a soldier would 

pierce him with a sword had been foretold.  Those who crucified Jesus will realise the awfulness of what 
they have done. 

                                                           
 
 
38  Zechariah 10: 2 speaks of teraphim, the word used to describe the gods of Laban in Genesis 31: 19.   
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h) Idolatry and Falsehood Removed 
 Zechariah 13: 1 – 6 
 The false prophets will be recognised as such and denounced by their friends.  This passage does not say 

that in the end times all prophecy will cease, nor that all prophecy is false prophecy.  On the contrary 
other passages of Scripture make it clear that in the final days prophetic ministry, inspired by the Spirit of 
God will increase (Joel 2: 28 – 29).  It is, however, vital that in these last days we seek also the gift of 
discerning of spirits, so as to recognise the true from the false. 

j) A Poem about God’s Shepherd 
 Zechariah 13: 7 – 9 
 God’s Shepherd will be struck down and the sheep scattered (Mark 14: 27).  Then, the last days two 

thirds of God’s people will be killed.  The remaining third will come through the fire refined and 
purified.   

 

k) The Final Cataclysm 
 Zechariah 14: 1 – 15 
 God’s people having been conquered by all the nations of the world, Jerusalem will be plundered and 

half its population sent into exile.  Only then will the LORD intervene.  He will come and stand on the 
Mount of Olives causing it to split in two39.  When He comes all His holy ones will come with Him40.  
There will be a new creation, with neither night nor day, because the LORD Himself will the light of His 
people41.  The Jerusalem which will arise from this destruction will stand aloft, secure in God’s 
protection and will never again be destroyed. All God’s enemies and those who fought against His people 
will be destroyed in the final plague. 

 

l) The Universal Rule of God 
 Zechariah 14: 16 – 21 
 When God rules the whole earth, those who have come against the people of God shall join the very 

people whom they have attacked in a celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles.  Judgement will fall on all 
who refuse to join the celebration.  The whole of life shall be holy to the LORD. 

 

                                                           
 
 
39  See also Isaiah 29: 5 – 8 (Ariel = Jerusalem) and Revelation 16: 17 – 19. 
40  C.f. Matthew 16: 27;  25: 31;  Acts 1: 11;  I Thess. 4: 16 – 17. 
41  C.f. Revelation 21: 23 – 25. 
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The Minor Prophets  

MALACHI 
 
The name “Malachi” is Hebrew for “My Messenger”.  It is possible that this is not the prophet’s personal name, 
but simply his title, as the one who brings messages from God.  The full form of the name would be: Malachiya 
= The Messenger of the LORD. 
 
He lived at the same time as Nehemiah, when a good number of exiles had returned to Jerusalem, the temple 
had been rebuilt, and the Priests were once again offering sacrifices for the sins of the people.  Sadly all was not 
well.  There was abuse and corruption among the leaders of the nation, including among some of the priests.  
There was a problem of mixed marriages with pagan wives, who were introducing their pagan practices into 
family life.  People were not paying their tithes, and there were a number of other social problems, all of which 
are dealt with in this short book. 
 
There is no reference to either Nehemiah or Ezra in the book.  Two possibility for this are suggested: 
i. The prophet was declaring his message before either of them arrived in Jerusalem (Ezra came first and 

arrived in 458 BC).   
ii. A second possibility is that Malachi was preaching during the period when Nehemiah had returned to 

Shushan (or Susa) the fortified palace of the Persian Empire.  This was somewhere around 433 BC. 
It is not possible to be more precise. 
 
The book is composed of six prophetic words (oracles). Each one begins with a description of some aspect of 
God’s nature and His relationships with the people of Jerusalem.  This is followed by a question and its reply. 
 

Oracle The LORD and His people Question Reply 
The love of God 
1 : 2 – 5 

1: 2a 1: 2 1: 3 – 5 
 

Priests and Sacrifices 
1 :6  -  2 :9 

1: 6 1: 6b 1: 7 – 10 
2: 1 - 9 

Mixed marriage and divorce 
2 : 10 – 16 

2: 10 2: 10b 2: 11 – 16 
 

The Coming of the LORD 
2 :17 – 3 :5 

2: 17 2: 17a 
2: 17c 

2:17b 
3:1 – 5 

Tithes 
3 : 6 – 12 

3: 6 – 7a 3: 7b 
3: 8b 

3: 8a 
3: 8c – 12 

The Day of the LORD 
3 : 13 – 14 

3: 13a 3: 13b 3: 14 – 24 
 

 
1. God’s Love for His People 

Malachi 1 : 2 – 5 
a) The LORD declares His love for His people (v. 2) 
 
b) The question comes back: “How have You shown Your love for us?”  The implication behind this 

question is that the prophets have long been promising great prosperity for the exiles once they returned 
to Jerusalem, rebuilt the temple and the city walls.  Haggai had said that the new temple was going to be 
even more glorious than that of Solomon.  Where then, were all these things? 

 
c) God’s reply is to compare Jerusalem and the towns and villages around her with the fate of Edom 

(Edomites being the descendants of Esau).  Edom had been completely devastated and her people 
dispersed.  Every attempt to rebuild Edom had failed.  In complete contrast, God had shown His love for 
Israel by enabling Jerusalem to be restored.  Even if the glorious era of David and Solomon was not yet 
being realised, nevertheless God is in the midst of His people, which is self-evident proof of His love. 
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2. Priests and Sacrifices 

Malachi 1 : 6  -  2 : 9 
 
a) God is the Father and Master of the Priests, but He is not receiving the respect and honour due to a Father 

and Master (1: 6). 
 
b) The Priests ask the question: “In what way have we despised the Name of God?”  
 
c) The Law of Moses demands that every sacrifice offered to God should be in perfect health, without spot 

or blemish, the best available (Leviticus 1: 10).  Instead the priests are only offering to God animals that 
are sick and weakly, and likely to die anyway.  God made a covenant with the tribe of Levi (Numbers 25: 
11 – 13).  But this was no excuse for the priests to try to trick God and enrich themselves at the expense 
of the people.  The Covenant which God had made with the tribe of Levi, was so that there would always 
be a body of faithful priests to teach the people the ways of the LORD, and offer sacrifices which would 
cover their sins. 

 
d) In the midst of this passage which speaks judgement on corrupt priests, there is a word of prophecy (1: 

11).  The day will come when God will be worshipped by all the nations of the world and not only by the 
people of Israel.  If Israel does not know how to offer proper sacrifices, the converted pagans will 
certainly know! 

 
3. Mixed Marriages and Divorce 

Malachi 2: 10 – 16 
 
a) God is the Creator and Father of His people (1: 10). 
b) Why then have the people of God profaned the Covenant which He made with them?  
c) There are two problems which God highlights in this prophecy: 
 i. Marriages with pagan women (2: 11) 
  For God this is not a racial issue.  There is no problem if a Jewish man marries a foreign wife 

who, like Ruth (Ruth 1: 16) enters freely and willingly into a Covenant relationship with God.  
The problem is with pagan women, like the wives of Solomon (I Kings 11: 1 – 8) and Jezebel the 
wife of Ahab (I Kings 16: 31) – women who introduced pagan practices into the life of the nation. 

 
 ii. In order to marry these foreign wives, many men had divorced their Jewish wife – the wife of 

their youth (2: 14).  Divorce is contrary to the will of God, because marriage is a permanent 
covenant relationship between one man and one woman (2: 14). 

 
 
4. The Coming of the Lord 

Malachi 2: 17 - 3: 5 
 
a) God is tired of the prayers and songs of His people (2: 17). 
b) It is the people who ask: “In what way have we wearied Him?” 
c) God replies that they have wearied Him because they do not recognise the seriousness of their sin.  No 

one is taking seriously the call of God to a life of holiness (2: 17). 
d) This accusation is followed by a word of prophecy – the announcement of the coming of the Messiah (3: 

1 – 5).   Before the Messiah comes into the world, God will send a messenger to prepare his way (Isaiah 
40: 3;  Matthew 3: 3;  Matthew 11: 10;  Luke 1: 76).  The Messiah will suddenly come to his temple 
(Haggai 2: 8 – 9). This prophecy has been fulfilled in three ways: 

 
 i. Jesus came to the temple of Jerusalem: 
  * As a baby where he was recognised by Anna and Simeon (Luke 2: 25 – 38) 
  * As a young man where he astounded the teachers of the Law (Luke 2: 41 – 51) 
  * Towards the end of His ministry, when he threw out the money changers who were turning 

the temple into a den of thieves (Luke 19: 45 – 48). 
 
 ii. Jesus has entered into the real Temple of God. The temple in Jerusalem was only a shadow of the 

true dwelling place of God in Heaven. (Hebrews 9: 11 – 14). 
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 iii. The Temple of His Body 
  Today Jesus lives in His temple, which is no longer a building made of bricks and stones.  The 

temple of the Living God is, today, the Church of Jesus Christ, of which each one of us are living 
stones (II Cor. 6: 16;  I Peter 2: 5;  Eph. 2: 19 – 22). 

 
5. Tithes 

Malachi 3: 6 – 12 
 
a) God says:  “I am the LORD, I do not change” (3: 6); therefore the people of God must come back to God 

(3: 7). 
 
b) The people ask the question:  “In what way do we need to return?”  (3: 7) The implication being that 

they do not recognise that they have ever departed from His ways. 
 
c) God answers:  “You have turned away from Me, by cheating and robbing Me.” 
 
d) The dialogue continues:  “How have we ever robbed God of anything?” 
 
e) The answer comes back – in the matter of tithes and offerings. 
 Ten percent of everything that we possess belongs to God.  Even before the Law of Moses spelled this 

out, both Abraham (Genesis 14: 20) and Jacob (Genesis 28: 22) offered tithes to God in response to the 
love which He had shown them.  Therefore although tithing forms part of the Old Covenant, it predates 
that Covenant, and therefore still exists as a part of the believer’s relationship to God.  Under the Law of 
Moses (Deut. 14: 22 – 23) the tithe was a commandment.  Anyone who does not bring his tithes into the 
storehouse is thief, because he has stolen that which belongs to God and used it for his own purposes. 

 
f) Alongside the call to repentance in Malachi, there is also a promise (3: 10).  Jesus made a very similar 

promise – (see Luke 6:38). Starting from promises such as this, some preachers have developed a 
“Doctrine of Prosperity”, which very easily becomes no more than materialism disguised as religion.  If 
we only give to God in order to get back from Him, we will receive nothing!  If, however, we give from a 
heart overflowing with love and gratitude, then God promises to bless us abundantly (II Cor. 9: 7). 

 
6. The Day of the LORD 

Malachi 3 : 13 -  4 : 6 
 
a) God accuses the people of speaking harsh words against Him (3: 13) 
 
b) “How have we spoken harshly against you” the people ask.  
 
c) “You have complained” says God “because I have not blessed you in ways that you were hoping for, and 

therefore you have said that it was a waste of time serving Me”.  People could see dishonest traders 
flourishing, while faithful people were suffering.  This has been a problem for God’s people throughout 
history.  Job insisted that he has perfectly obeyed the Word of God, but still he was suffering bitterly.  
Jesus taught us that suffering is not always the direct consequence of sin (John 9: 1 – 3). 

 
d) In order to give a full answer to this problem, God turns their eyes forward to the end times.  On the last 

day every human being will stand before the judgement throne of God (3: 16 – 18).  Every word which 
has been spoken and every action committed will be brought into the light.  Before God’s throne the 
Book will be opened.  Everyone will receive perfect justice. 

 
e) Once again there is a promise from God that before that great and final day, a messenger will come.  In 

this chapter the messenger is identified as the prophet Elijah.  God is not promising the reincarnation of 
Elijah, but rather that one will come in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1: 16 – 17).  It was John the 
Baptist who fulfilled this particular promise, when he came to prepare the way for Jesus. 

 
f) Malachi 4: 6 is the last word in the Old Testament of our Christian Bibles.  It is a curse.  In complete 

contrast the final word in the New Testament is a blessing and a promise of the return of Jesus. (Rev. 22: 
21). 

 


